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THANKSGIVING ...and in North America 
a little boy hurries home. He hurdles 
the low fence, races across the neatly- 
cropped lawn, bursts through the door 
of the modest but -attractive house. 
“Hey, Mom” he calls (a bit unneces- 
sarily, for the slamming door has already 
announced him), “I’m home!” 


In a little Korean village, a ragged beg- 
gar boy peeks furtively around the 
corner, then scurries over to a garbage 
heap. He drops to his. knees, burrows 
quickly through the maggot-ridden de- 
bris with his grimy hands, occasionally 
pops a morsel of food into his mouth. 


The cold milk tasted good after the 
morning on the playground — and the 
plate of cookies tapidly melts between 
the boy’s excited reports of the ball 





another glass of cold milk, replenishes 
the supply of tasty cookies. 


The sun sinks behind the distant moun- 
tain, and the Korean sky is streaked 
with breathtaking color. But the beggar 
boy’s eyes are lowered to the dusty road 
beneath his aimless, plodding steps. He 
pulls his ragged garment around him, 
Shivers a bit in the twilight chill, then 
wanders on... 


Time for Thanksgiving dinner now, and 
the boy joins the rest of the family at 
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the table. He bows his head obediently 
as his father says a few words of grace, 
but opens one eye to survey the table 
critically. Turkey, dressing, mashed po- 
tatoes, carrots, corn. ... He nods in 
sober little-boy approval, then quickly 


closes both eyes just in time for. the 


amen.... 


The beggar boy walks on alone. He stops 
to dig briefly through another garbage 
heap, then moves on to the shelter of a 
railroad bridge. Another boy is already 
there — a nondescript beggar boy like 
himself who looks up with dull, lack- 
luster eyes, then moves aside a bit with- 
out a word of greeting.... 


“Good night, Dear?’ “ "Night, Mommie”’ 
Prayers over, the boy curls up drowsily 
on the clean sheets. His mother turns off 
the light, pauses for just a moment in the 
doorway with a gentle smile as his quiet 


breathing indicates he is already on his 
way to a little-boy dreamland... . 


And in far-off Korea, a ragged little beg- 
gar lifts his eyes for a long moment to 
look at the now star-studded sky. Some 
vague, wordless question stirs within him 
as just for a moment he looks up into: 
the infinite. Then, unconsciously and al- 
most imperceptibly, he shrugs his shoul- 
ders, bows his head, tries to sleep.... 


Neither of these pictures is the least bit 
exaggerated. Thank God for the little 
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boy in safe, comfortable America—for 
all the little boys and girls blessed with 
Christian parents and the joys of normal 
childhood. 


But the beggar boys of Korea, whose 
number is legion, still follow the aim- 
less, purposeless, day-to-day life pictured 
above. And the fate of their sisters is 
often‘worse.... 


Ten dollars a month will provide com- 
plete Christian care of a child....So 
little to spend to be used of God to erase 
the marks of suffering from a precious 
little face, to see them replaced with 
genuine smiles and sparkles... to add 
meaning and direction to the otherwise 
aimless life of a homeless child across 
the seas. (Whether or not you send 
money, we'll be happy to enter your 
complimentary subscription to the 
WORLD VISION MAGAZINE with its thrill- 
ing reports, missionary stories, world 
news coverage and other features. All 
you have to do is request it.) 


By faith,.and with the help of friends 
like you, World Vision has already taken 
on the care of over 13,000 precious 
children like the beggar boy above. But 
all over the world, literally, we are being 
asked to care for thousands more. 
Won't you heed their cry? 

Acry for our help. . 

A cry for your help. 
A cry for help now. 





At Thanksgiving... 

1 am thankful for what God has done for 

me, and will give $10 a month, God en- 

abling, to provide complete Christian care 

for a child with whom | may correspond. 

| understand that you will send me a pic- 

ture and complete case history. 

Boy [] Girl (] Approximate age____ 
Enclosed is $ 

for the first 

name. 


address. 
city. 


month(s) care. 








state. 


Send to: Dr. Bob Pierce, President 
WORLD VISION, INC. 
Dept. SS-119, Box 0, Pasadena, California 
1 do not at this time wish to take on 
the support of an orphan, but enclose 
to help World Vision in 

all its worldwide ministries. 


(5 Please enter my FREE subscription to 
the World Vision Magazine with its news, 
stories, and articles by Dr. Bob Pierce, 
Dr. Paul .S. Rees, Editor Larry Ward and 
others. 
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Lesson 9.—Saul Confronted by Christ. 
Acts 9:1-9. 
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Breathe the Air of Heaven 
By Flora E. Breck 


H, BREATHE the air of Heaven, 
And bid Christ enter in; 
His joy will fill your being 
Where stifling doubt has been. 


Oh, drink the Living Water 
And know the God of life; 

Find strength and glad refreshment 
In midst of mortal strife. 


Then breathe a prayer to Jesus, 
And He will send the dew 

Of peace and rest and pardon; 
So come, and be made new. 


Oh, breathe the air of Heaven, 
Receive a blessing true; 

Believe the Lord’s forgiveness, 
For He has life for you! 


we 


Perishable and Eternal Meat 


Two kinds of meat are spoken of by 
the Lord Jesus in the Gospel of John. 
One is in connection with one of the 
twenty-five sayings in that Gospel 
which He introduced by the dual ex- 
pression, “Verily, verily.” The day after 
the feeding of the five thousand the 
people went to Capernaum ‘looking for 
Him. When they had found Him He 
Said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Ye seek me, not because ye saw the 
miracles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves, and were filled. Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life, which the Son of man shall 
give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed” (John 6:26, 27). Here 
He contrasts the food necessary for the 
body, which all men work for, and that 


- needed for the soul, which many neg- 








helped us” 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 





lect. Later in the same chapter He 
taught that He is the Bread of Life, 
and that whoever by faith eats His 
flesh and drinks His blood has eternal 
life. As always in His teaching, He is 
giving a higher value to the life of the 
soul than to the life of the body, show- 
ing that spiritual prosperity is more 
important than physical. He touched 
on the*same principle when He said, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 
6:33). He exemplified this in His own 
life on earth and brought it to a focus 
particularly at the time when He talked 
with the Samaritan woman. His dis- 
ciples had gone into the town to buy 
food and then they came out to Him 
and urged Him to eat something. “But 
he said unto them, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of” (John 4:32). This 
puzzled them and they asked one an- 
other whether anyone had brought Him 
something to eat. But He explained 
His meaning by saying, “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work.” Then it was that He 


ve 







spoke those wards that have been the 
motive of so much missionary work, 
“Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to 
harvest”; and urged upon them the 
duty of sowing and reaping in the spir- 
itual realm for eternal reward. D. L. 
Moody had a burning conviction that 
this was his duty and devoted all his 
tremendous energy to it. When he died 
his body was buried beneath the lovely 
white pines up on that quiet little hill 
called Round Top at Northfield, Mass., 
not far from his old home. On his 
tombstone are these words, “He that 
doeth the will of God abideth fer ever” 
(1 John 2:17). We who are living to- 
day can see the partial fulfillment of 
these words in his case, for his example 
is followed and his words are continu- 
ally quoted by Christian workers; and 
the Moody Bible Institute and the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association have 
been flourishing ever since his death, 
upholding the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God and sending the Gospel 
by various means to the ends of the 
earth. It is well for us sometimes to 
take stock and ask ourselves which has 
the preeminent place in our lives: to 
labour for the meat which perisheth, 
or to do the will of Him that sent us 
and to finish His work? He knows we 
need food and clothing and expects us 
to be industrious and thrifty. But if 
we give the doing of His will first place 
in every part of our lives, He will take 
care of the supplying of our needs. 


we 


The Triple Test 


By Vance Havner 


N HIS Second Letter to the Corin- 
I thians and within the span of a few 

verses Paul goes from height to 
depth and rises then ‘to greater heights 
than ever. He relates an experience 
in the third Heaven now fourteen years 
past. Then from vision to valley he 
drops to tell us of his thorn in the flesh. 
He sought deliverance which was not 
granted. He-asked for subtraction but 
he got .addition! The thorn was not 
removed, but he learned that the grace 
of the Lord is sufficient and he rose 
again to glory in God’s strength made 
perfect in weakness. Not only can 
neither height nor depth nor any other 
creature separate him from the love of 
God, but God’s grace is enough for 
height and depth and all other dimen- 
sions. : 

There are three ranges of Christian 
experience. Each has its perils, but 
the grace of God is: sufficient for all of 
them. Nowadays when we are going 


in for religion because of what we can 
get out of it, it is high time we found 
out that the Christian life was not 
meant for a sanctified vacation, with 
the Lord for a bellboy. It is a heavenly 
vocation lived out on earth, and God 
is not running pleasant excursions for 
religious tourists. He is making saints 
and training soldiers, and this world is 
a proving ground. There is no stage of 
our journey or chapter of our story 
but can be turned to good account. 
Every experience is a test and all of 
them work together for good, but each 
has its peril as well as its profit and 
we do well to know how to buy up 
each opportunity to make better Chris- 
tians of ourselves. 

There is, first of all, THE TEST OF 
THE MARVELOUS. Paul’s trip to the 
third Heaven was a marvelous thing. 
It was supernatural, it was “out’of this 
world.” Never mind what it was. Paul ’ 
could not tell it himself and: we need 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 




















not pry into it. Some of God’s people 
have been granted unusual raptures 
and visions. Not many, for a lot of 
dear people think they have seen vi- 
sions when they have only had night- 
mares. It would never do for most of 
us to visit the third Heaven. We would 
get out huge posters and write books 
about it and show it in Technicolor. 
Such experiences are dangerous. Even 
in Paul’s case it led to his thorn in the 
flesh which was given lest he be ex- 
alted above measure. 

But there are other experiences in 
the realm of the marvelous. One may 
have a miraculous answer to prayer or 
carry on a ministry that is breath-tak- 
ing in its scope and results. Some 
preachers have risen to heights that 
made headlines and other Christians 
have subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 
eousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the vio- 


lence of fire, escaped the edge of the . 


sword, grown strong out of weakness, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to -flight 
the armies of the aliens, received their 
dead raised to life again. All of this is 


marvelous, miraculous, momentous, 
magnificent. But such red-letter days 
test us. Some come out the better for 


them, some the worse. Some are hum- 
bled, some are exalted. We are weak 
mortals and the rarefied air of such 
third Heavens has made some dizzy 
ever thereafter. Even Paul had to 
carry around a thorn in the flesh the 
rest of his days as a corrective. There 
are few even among the saints who 
can drink the heady wine of success 
long without staggering. Uzziah was 
marvelously helped until he was strong, 
we read, but when he was strong ‘his 
heart was lifted up to his destruction. 
The test of the marvelous was too much 
for him. 

A friend of mine, speaking of a great 
preacher now gone, said to me, “At 
one time that man was my greatest 
inspiration, but the day came when he 
was my greatest warning.” No won- 
der Paul feared that he might become 
a castaway and longed to finish his 
course with joy. It is better never to 
have climbed the heights if one’s head 
is turned up there and he dies in dis- 
grace. Of course that need not be the 
case, but the peril is there. If you are 
heading for third Heaven you had bet- 
ter pray night and day for grace to 
stand the test of the marvelous. God’s 
grace is sufficient for it, but in the 
case of Paul along with that grace God 
allowed a besetting infirmity of some 
sort to keep him humble. God could 
have kept him humble without the 
thorn, but He did not. We cannot ex- 


plain it, but that is the way God did it. 

And that brings us to a second test 
in°Christian experience, THE TEST OF 
I mean by the 


THE MYSTERIOUS. 
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mysterious the unexplainable things 
that do not make sense to us, the puz- 
zling, baffling, bewildering things that 
leave us perplexed if not in despair. 
God sometimes lets His children walk 
in the dark. Prayers are not answered: 
Friends forsake us. Loved ones are 
taken. Our nerves are unstrung and 
Satan plays sinister tunes of doubt and 
fear on our heartstrings. We fancy that 
God has deserted us, that we have lost 
even our salvation. Some of God’s 
choicest servants have traveled this dis- 
mal path and some have even departed 
this life under a horrible cloud. Things 
happen that seem to make a mockery 
of faith and prayer and Scripture. There 
is no use trying to explain it. Only 
God understands it and He keeps the 
secret until we get Home. 

The elderly woman who got her 
words mixed and said, “The Lord works 
in mischievous ways His wonders to 
perform,” maybe had in mind some of 
these unexplainable things. God’s ways 
are not mischievous, but they are often 
mysterious, and cheap platitudes are 
not enough in such a time. Even more. 
trying than when God says “No” as 
He did to Paul are those experiences 
when He says nothing. The only thing 


to do is to trust Him and be faithful ° 


anyway. When we resolve to do that 
His grace meets our need. We may 
have to say, like the Hebrew children 
before the fiery furnace, “Our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us 

but if not’—we will be true, 
come what may. 

I have spoken already of that il- 
lustrious galaxy of faith’s heroes in 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews who 
wrought wonders in the realm of the 
marvelous. But the record follows im- 
mediately with another band that did 
mot fare so well outwardly. “And 
others were tortured . . . and others 
had trial of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings, yea, moreover of bonds and im- 
prisonment: they were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins; be- 
ing destitute, afflicted, tormented; 
they wandered in deserts, and in moun- 
tains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth.” These are the saints who met 
the test of the mysterious and came 
off victorious. 

There is one other test, common to 
all of us, THE TEST OF THE MO- 
NOTONOUS, the ordinary, the grind of 
the day-by-day. Those are the days 
when we strike neither top nor bot- 
tom, reach neither heights nor depths, 
when the problem is how to walk and 
not faint. Sometimes the test of the 
monotonous is the hardest of all. In 
the heights of the marvelous we are 
sustained by the thrill and exaltation 
of it. In the depths of the mysterious 
we are driven by desperation to meet 
God in our extremity. But the monot- 
onous trudge day in and out tries our 
endurance and a lot of us are awfully 
short on the grace to see it through. 
Paul, in this same Letter to the Co- 
rinthians: and just before he relatés 
his third Heaven-and-thorn experience, 
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enumerates his trials and tribulations, 
his stonings and beatings and ship. 
wrecks and journeyings and perils of 
waters, robbers, the wilderness, the 
sea, weariness, painfulness, watchings, 
hunger and thirst, fastings, cold and 
nakedness, . . . and what a list! Then 
he adds, “Beside those things that are 
without, that which cometh upon me 
daily, the care of all the churches” @Q 
Cor. 11:28). Here is the test of the 
daily and that word “daily” shows up 
often in the New Testament. Our Lord 
bade us take up our cross daily and 
follow Him. The early Christians con- 
tinued daily with one accord in the 
Temple. The Lord added to the church 
dailye The churches increased daily, 
Paul said, “I die daily.” We are to ex- 
hort one another daily. We pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.” 


(Continued on page 894) 








Notes on Open Letters 


J. B. Rowell’s Pamphlets 


I have recently been studying a 
book by Dr. J. B. Rowell, which I got 
through information in the Times. I' 
wonder if you could possibly print in 
some future issue the information con- 
cerning other works by Dr. Rowell. 

I would especially like to know if 
his articles on the Roman Catholic 
doctrine of purgatory are available in 
booklet form.—An Alabama reader. 


The following are eight booklets by 
Dr. J. B. Rowell, who has frequently 
written for THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs: 

“Can a Priest Forgive Sins?” (10 
cents each, 3 copies for 25 cents, or 14 
copies for $1.) 

“A Historical Research—Bible Bap- 
tism. The Roman Church and the Bap- 
tists.” (35 cents.) 

“The Deity of Jesus Christ Our Lord.” 
(65 cents.) 

“An Age-Long Battleground—Exposi- 
tion of Hebrews Six.” (40 cents.) 

All of the above may be obtained 
from Dr. J. B. Rowell, 350 Foul Bay 
Road, Victoria, B.: C., Can. (Prices 
stated are in Canadian dollars. Please 
add five per cent when sending U.S.A. 
dollars.) 

“Our Protestant Heritage” (15 cents); 
“Seventh-Day Adventism Examined” 
(25 cents); and “An Open Letter to 
Pope John XXIII or XXIV?” (25 cents). 
(Challenge Pub. Co., Box 27, Susanville, 
Calif.) ° 

“Why Millions Do Not Call the Pope 
‘Holy Father.” (Dunham Pub. Co. 
Findlay, Ohio, 50 cents.) 

Four articles on purgatory by Dr. 
Rowell have appeared in the TIMES. 
Before issuing this in booklet form he 
plans to write another article to com- 
plete the series. 
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- which he lived and moved. 
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|. Learning To Pray From Daniel 


Several characteristics of his praying 


HE Book of Daniel supplies us 
Tr only with invaluable prophetic 

unveilings concerning end-time 
events, but also furnishes an amazing 
demonstration of the reality of working 
by prayer. The experiences of Daniel 
offer startling proof of the far-reaching 
consequences of a vital ministry of 
prayer. The life of Daniel provides us 
with indubitable evidence of the stra- 
tegic importance of prayer as a means 
of promoting the cause of righteous- 
ness in the raging conflict with the 
forces of spiritual iniquity. 

Daniel was one of the truly great 
men of the Old Testament. He was a 
man who always rose superior to his 
circumstances and environment. ,The 
very loftiness of his character lifted 
him above the level of, his contempo- 
raries. ° His life was characterized by a 
spirit of personal humility, vigorous 
faith in God, scrupulous faithfulness in 
the fulfillment of executive duties, and 
profound insights and spiritual under- 
standing. Of all the men appearing 
prominently in the Old Testament, 
Daniel appears the most blameless and 
pure. 

The secret of Danieks spiritual excel- 
lence and achievements, as well as the 
abiding impact of his life, must be 
found in the spirit and atmosphere of 
prayer and dependence upon God* in 
He was 
manifestly a man of prayer. Reference 
is made to his praying, in connection 
with no less than four of the momen- 
tous events in his life (chaps. 2, 6, 9, 10). 
The prayer of confessien and interces- 
Sion recorded in the ninth chapter is 
one of the greatest prayers of the 
Bible. ; 

A study of the praying of Daniel of- 
fers valuable instruction to us as we 
seek to learn the art of effective pray- 
ing. Believers today may well learn 
to pray from Daniel. 


I. THe CHARACTER OF His PRAYING 


The references to the praying of 
Daniel furnish instructive lessons con- 
cerning the characteristics of effective 
prayer. These characteristics offer val- 
uable guidance to the man of prayer 
today. 

1. Methodical. The praying of Daniel 
was systematic and methodical. From 
chapter 6, verse 10, we learn that it was 
his practice to pray three times a day. 
This was his established practice—‘as 
he did aforetime.” Daniel followed in 
practice the words of the Psalmist, “Eve- 
ning, and morning, and at noon, will I 
pray, and cry aloud” (Psa. 55:17). Thus 
it is obvious that he had arranged to 
give prayer a definite and systematic 
place in his strenuous life. These 
Prayer periods he systematically ad- 
hered to. The temptation to allow the 
duties of his active life as a govern- 





Dr. Hiebert is professor of Greek 
and New Testament at the Men- 
nonite Brethren Biblical Seminary 
in Fresno, Calif. He is a graduate 
of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville. 








mental official to interfere with his 
prayer time must have been well 
known to him. Yet he persisted. to re- 
sist these tantalizing temptations and 
tremendous interruptions of the enemy, 
visible and invisible, to find time for 
God and the things of Géd. 

Daniel had learned to appreciate and 
utilize the value of regularity and sys- 
tem in prayer. It is a common obser- 
vation that those who have no regular 
habits of prayer very seldom do much 
praying. It is well for God’s people 
purposefully and deliberately to set 
aside and faithfully to adhere to a defi- 
nite prayer schedule. - In so doing 
prayer is recognized as an important 
part of the Christian life and given the 
place that it deserves. 

Daniel’s prayer habit stood him in 
good stead in the hour of crisis. Prayer 
for him was not just an emergency 
measure to be resorted to in time of 
need. His prayer habits enabled him 
to “find grace to help in time of need” 
(Heb. 4:16). Those who do not culti- 
vate the practice of regular prayer may 
find that their praying does not sustain 
them in the hour of crisis. 

2. Reverent: The posture of Daniel 
in his praying is expressive of his spirit 
of reverence. Entering his chamber of 
prayer “he kneeled upon his knees” 
(6:10). He did not relax in a com- 
fortable easy chair but went upon his 
knees before God. His posture was 
indicative of his attitude of humility, 
reverence, and submission to God. 

The Scriptures do not prescribe any 
definite posture in prayer which must 
be followed. The use of varied postures 
in prayer is recorded in the Bible. 
Thus reference is made to standing Al 
Kings 8:22; Mark 11:25), bowing down 
(Psa. 95:6), sitting (2 Sam. 7:18), fall- 
ing on the face (Num. 16:22; Josh. 5: 
14; Matt. 26:39), and kneeling (2 Chron. 
6:13; Psa. 95:6; Luke 22:41; Acts 20: 
36; Dan. 6:10). There is no hard-and- 
fast command in Scripture concerning 
the posture to be taken in 
Posture does not determine the attitude 
of the heart, but it may definitely aid 
it. The practice of kneeling clearly 
manifests an attitude of reverence and 


submission. That is the important 
thing. 
3. Earnest. The praying of Daniel 


was characterized by a spirit of ear- 
nestness. He made “supplication before 
his God” (Dan. 6:11).. His praying was 
not a matter of mere words destitute 
of a vital heart concern. Rather, his 
prayer was earnest and passionate. It 


By 


prayer. ° 


D. EDMOND HIEBERT, Th.D. 


came from a sense of definite need and 
arose beyond mere formal asking to 
definite supplication. 

A little boy, one of the Sunday school 
children in Jamaica, called .upon the 
missionary and stated that he had 
lately been very ill, and in his sickness 
had often wished his minister had been 
present to pray with him. “But, 
Thomas,” said the missionary, “I hope 
you prayed yourself.” “Oh, yes, sir; I 
did.” “Did you repeat any of the 
prayers I taught you?” “No, sir,” re- 
plied the lad. “Well, how did you pray 
then?” “Why, sir, I just begged.” 

Earnestness in prayer is not depend- 
ent upon the formal expression of cer- 
tain definite words, but is rather the 
spontaneous outcry of the needy soul. 
To pray earnestly the believer must 
have a keen sense of his need of the 
blessing or the help sought and a heart 
yearning to get it. 

In chapter nine the earnestness of 
Daniel’s prayer is manifest in the fact 
that his prayer and supplication were 
“with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes” 
(v. 3). And in the following chapter 
the intensity of his prayer burden 
caused him to eat no pleasant bread 
and to abstain from the refinements of 
ointments for three whole weeks (10: 
3). Whenever in our praying we be- 
come so serious that we are willing to 
deny ourselves the luxuries, and even 
the ordinary necessities. of life, in the 
travail of our souls for an answer, we 
can be sure that God will answer. How 
much of such earnestness and travail 
of spirit do we know in our own lives? 

4. Confession. Daniel’s prayer was 
characterized by a spirit of humility 
and confession af sin. This is clearly 
seen in the striking prayer of the - 
prophet recorded in chapter nine. In 
this prayer repeated confession of sin 
is made. We read, “Whiles I was speak- 
ing, and praying, and confessing my sin 
and the sin of my people Israel” (9:20). 
Notice the order, first his own sin and 
then that of the people. The Bible no- 
where records any sin in the personal 
life of Daniel, yet in this prayer he 
openly confesses his own sin. Daniel 
had a true knowledge of his own na- 
ture. He recognized the sinfulness of 
his own nature and was not too proud 
to confess it. 

Once, when Alexander Whyte was 
addressing a small audience, he aston- 
ished them by saying that he had found 
out the name of the most wicked man 
in Edinburgh and had come to tell 
them. Then, bending forward, he whis- 
pered,; “His name is Alexander Whyte!” 
He looked down into his own heart 
and confessed what he found there, 
and his word was with power. 

The confession of our own sin is a 
humiliating experience for the believer 
but a very wholesome one. It is a 


(Continued on page 895) 
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CIENCE and the Flood.—Little did 
. most of us ever think that we 

would see the day that outstand- 
ing scientists would begin to discuss 
seriously and affirmatively a universal 
flood occurring less than six thousand 
years ago. In a report given on Sep- 
tember 7 to the International Oceano- 
graphic Congress, meeting in the United 
Nations, New York, Dr. Rhodes W. 
Fairbridge of Columbia University pre- 
sented a timetable of sea level changes 
covering the. last 400,000 years, and 
stated his firm conviction that there 
was a great flood, forty-five feet in 
depth, less than six thousand years ago 
on this earth. He believes this was the 
Noahic deluge referred to in the Book 
of Genesis. 


This data is from the New York 
Times of September 8. When I am able 
to secure a full account of Professor 
Fairbridge’s report, further details will 
be given in these columns. 


A Commendation Deceivingly Stated.— 
During July, while traveling through 
Oregon, I found on the table of a new 
motel at which we stopped a copy of 
the Seventh-Day Adventist publication, 
“The Desire of Ages,” by their famous 
so-called prophet, Ellen G. White. The 
subtitle of this work of some eight 
hundred pages is “The Conflict of the 
Ages Illustrated in the Life of Christ.” 
This book was placed in the room by 
the Seventh-Day Adventist group in 
Portland, as indicated by a printed no- 
tation on the inside cover: “If you 
would like a personal copy of this book, 
write to...” 


On the inside cover is an attractively 
printed card reading as follows (the 
statement begins with the name of an 
individual, but there is no need for in- 
cluding it in this note): “. . . of the 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., 
when asked to make his personal se- 
lection of the more than 10,000 volumes 
written on the life of Christ in the last 
300 years had this to say, ‘My preference 
of choice would be guided by what I 
wished to get from the book or books 
to be read. Let me put it this way—I 
would put “The Desire of Ages,” by 
Ellen G. White, first for spiritual dis- 
cernment and practical application. I 
will say that “The Desire of Ages” is 
well thought of in the Library of Con- 
gress.’” The implication here is de- 
ceiving. 

The Library of Congress is the out- 
standing library institution in America, 
and one of the greatest in the world. 
It has advanced library science during 
the last fifty years more than any other 
similar institution in the Western world. 
I began reading in this place nearly a 
half-century ago (when a boy in the 
early years of high school) and have 
spent hundreds of hours there since. 


In our correspondence through - the 

years, the personnel has been most 

helpful, and I cannot enter the building 
without a sense of awe and gratitude. 

However—and this is not said in criti- 

cism—the Library of Congress does not 

pretend to specialize in religious litera- 
ture, with the single exception of its 
department of Judaica and Semitics. 

The Library of Congress issues critical 

bibliographies in various fields of his- 

tory, international relations, and the 
like, but certainly does not compile 
critical bibliographies of the life of 

Christ. Thus the statement that this 

volume “is well thought of in the Li- 

brary of Congress” is loose and vague. 

It implies that when someone comes 

and asks for a standard life of Christ, 

he might be directed to this one. With 
the exception of members of the Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist Church who are 

working in the Library of Congress, I 

doubt if this is true. The person named 
in this paragraph, who retired some 

years ago, held the position of Central 
Desk Assistant, according to official rec- 
ords. 

In looking through this book, “The 
Desire of Ages,” I find such strange 
statements that the work could never 
be considered a dependable life of 
Christ by any New Testament scholar; 
e.g., “Apart from the unholy ways of 
the world, He gathered stores of scien- 
tific knowledge from nature. He stud- 
ied the life of plants and animals, and 
the life of man. He found resources in 
nature; new ideas of ways and means 
flashed into His mind as He studied 
plant life and animal life. . . . To Jesus 
the significance of the word and the 
works of God was unfolded as He was 
trying to understand the reason of 
things. Every child may gain 
knowledge as Jesus did. As-we try to 
become acquainted with our heavenly 
Father through His word, angels will 
draw near, our minds will be strength- 
ened, our characters will be elevated 
and refined.” While our Lord no doubt 
had little money to give, there is noth- 
ing in the New Testament to indicate 
that “He often denied himself food in, 
order to relieve those who appeared 
more needy than He.” I wonder what 
Scriptural foundation there is for the 
assertion that Satan “delights in de- 
stroying even the dumb creatures.” An 
entire chapter.is devoted to the argu- 
ment that the Sabbath Day must still 
be observed. 

In the index, under the word “angel,” 
note what angels are supposed to do: 
“co-operate with. parents in teaching 
their children,” “enter our homes with 
the poor,” “convict of sin,” “be present 
at the Lord’s Supper”’—where does the 
New Testament say this? 

Under the name, “Christ,” in the in- 
dex, there are over three hundred lines, 
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or perhaps five hundred references. This 
is especially full under “Offices, Titles 
and Appellations,” which are arranged 
alphabetically. Included are the title 
Sanctifier, Saviour of the world, Seed of 
the woman, Sent of God, Servant of 
all, Son of David, Son of the Eternal 
Son of man, and the like. I just won 
der why the title “Son of God,” or “The 
Son,” used over fifty. times in the New 
Testament, has been omitted. 

As an indication of how undeserving 
of attention is this volume, by all who 
want a dependable’ Scripture-support- 
ing life of Christ, I note that it is not 
even listed in the great bibliography 
of five thousand volumes on the life 
of’ Christ compiled by Samuel Ayres 
at the beginning of the century—and 
we may well believe it is never re- 
ferred to in any standard life of Christ 
published today. I wonder if the Li- 
brary of Congress knows how its good 
reputation is being used in advertising 
a work like this. 


Eisenhower’s Views of Atheistic Rus- 
sia.—As often happens in regard to sub- 
jects of this nature, only the New York 
Times, of the newspapers that I see, 
quotes the pertinent words of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on the atheistic views 
of Soviet Russia. In addressing a dele- 
gation of one hundred members of the 
National Council of Churches, the Pres- 
ident spoke with unusual forthrightness. 
Speaking to Dr. Edward T. Dahlberg, 
president of the Council, who _ has 
certainly been siding with the liberals 
during the past few years, Mr. Eisen- 
hower said: 

“My attitude toward one of the func- 
tions of the church in promoting peace 
is one of appreciation of the great 
service it can perform in uniting better 
the free peoples of the world. I think 
we never should forget that we are 
supporting principles which are, after 
all, religious in their derivation. 

“And I mean politically speaking—as 
against a godless system—and because 
this is an atheistic ideology, denying 
all human rights, and any kind of hu- 
man dignity—we have an enemy oper- 
ating under a dictatorship that has us 
always at a disadvantage.” 










Crime in England—The question of 
the problem of increasing crime is as 
serious and critical in England as it is 
in our own country. The report of the 
Prison Commissioners for 1958 is sum- 
marized in the London Times in these 
opening paragraphs: 











“The sharp upward trend in prison 
population continued unchecked last 
year and was no longer confined to men. 
The average population of prisons and 
Borstals together was 25,108, including 
726 women and 194 girls in Borstals, 
compared with 22,368, including 678 
women and 182 girls, the previous year. 
By April,-1959, the numbers had risen - 
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to 26,709, once again the highest ever 
‘recorded, 769 of them women and 195 
girls. 

“These are among the more depress- 


ing-items in the report of the Prison | 


Commissioners for 1958. Its ‘ineluctable 
theme,’ the report itself observes, is 
this growth in population, but in re- 
lation to young prisoners and Borstal 
inmates it has a special significance. 
For the rise in male population, though 
general, was again most marked among 
young offenders. The number of boys 
serving sentences of Borstal training 
grew from just over 3,400 at the end 
of 1957 to 4,228 by the end of 1958 and 
to 4,385 by the end of the first quarter 
of this year. For young prisoners with 
sentences of three months or more the 
rise was from 570 to 736 during 1958, 
and by the end of April the figure was 
763.” 

While visiting churches in Padding- 
ton, I picked up a copy of the Padding- 
ton News for Friday, August 21st, and 
these are the headlines I saw which 
appeared over the front-page leading 
articles: “Crash Into Police Car at 50 
mph,” “She Begged in Oxford Street,” 
“£740 a Year Secretary Stole Dress,” 
“Widow With £44 Stole,” “Cadets in 
Car (Had Taken a Bit Too Much 
Drink) ,” “Actor’s Theft at Store,” “Four 
Fined After Raid on Soho Bookshops.” 

I realize that Paddington is one of 
the poorer boroughs of London, never- 
theless this is a vivid indication of sad 
conditions in the greatest city in the 
world. There are many similar titles 
in subsequent pages of this one issue. 


Juvenile Delinquency.—The High 
School Teachers Association at a recent 
meeting in New York City charged that 
the juvenile delinquency problem stems 
in large part from books, magazines, 
motion pictures and television programs 
that undermine the morals of our teen- 
agers. In the Resolution of the Execu- 
tive Committee it is stated that “the 
abuse of these media serves to create 
generally a false picture of American 
life and standards of character, not only 
in our own country but also abroad.” 
The resolution, which went to Mayor 
Wagner, Governor Rockefeller, and 
many educational authorities, added: 

“The H.S.T.A. requests the Motion 
Picture Producers of America to re- 
frain from producing pictures which 
glorify ‘for this immature age, heroes 
and leaders of the criminal underworld, 


pictures which display insensitivity to. 


well-established moral standards, pro- 
grams which on both the theatrical 
Screen and on television too often de- 
pict weakness and inefficiency in our 
law enforcement agencies and govern- 
ment officials.” 

Also on this subject, a dispatch to 
the New York Herald Tribune from 
Rome, dated September 16, informs us 
that even normally placid Italy is 
being plagued with this scourge of de- 
linquency. “Italy’s quota of malad- 
justed youth is increasing and some 
critics put this wholly down to ex- 
ternal stimuli such as the movies, tele- 
vision, horror fiction and juke boxes— 
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all of which are more severely cen- 
sored or controlled in Catholic. Italy 
than in most western countries. 


“One has only to question any group 
of youngsters to hear bitter complaints 
that the world is driven by forces out- 
side their control, that they have no 
say in the shaping of national policy 
and little faith in their elders’ lip serv- 
ice to conventional ideals.” 


Olive Trees for the Mount of Olives. 
—The Catholic Biblical Quarterly car- 
ries an interesting item in the current 
issue: “The west slope of Mount Olivet, 
somewhat bare and desolate looking 
despite its beautiful sanctuary, will be 
transformed by the planting of ten 
thousand olive trees by the Jordan 
Ministry of Agriculture during 1959. On 
January 31, in a ceremony on the prop- 
erty of the Greek Orthodox patriarch- 
ate, the first shoots were planted in the 
presence of the governor and other 
Arabic and Oriental leaders.” 


Albright Dates the New Testament. 
—Professor . William F. Albright, the 
most distinguished Biblical archaeolo- 
gist of our generation, speaking at a 
conference of Biblical scholars earlier 
this year, expressed his belief that not 
one book of the New Testament can 
be dated later than the destruction of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, or at the latest, 
A.D. 80. This of course represents a 
decided reversal of the opinion of the 
best of scholars at the beginning of 
our century, when the writing of so 
many books of the New Testament was 
being placed at the end of the first 
century, or even the early part of the 
second century, some going so far as to 
say that the fourth Gospel could not be 
dated before A.D. 150. 


The Sunday School’s Child-Centered 
Emphasis Attacked.—Some weeks ago 
an article appeared in many newspapers 
stating that Dr. Markus Barth, a pro- 
féssor at the University of Chicago, had 
attacked Sunday schools at a meeting 
of the Department of Christian Edu- 
cation of the National Council of 
Churches. I did not direct attention 
to the item at that time, believing there 
could be something behind this that 
might somewhat mitigate the ‘severity 
of the attack. However, I did write to 
Dr. Barth himself asking for any script 
he might have of this message. ~ 

From this inquiry I learn that Dr. 
Barth taught Sunday school for four- 
teen years, as a pastor in Switzerland, 
in addition to holding eight week-day 
classes for children and two preparation 
classes for Sunday school’ teachers each 
week throughout the year; further- 
more, he continues to be a firm believer 
in the Sunday school. At this con- 
ference Dr. Barth stressed the fact that 
so many Sunday schools are wasting 
the hour assigned to their program, 
and that many of them are not ac- 
quainting children with the God of the 
Bible, “and the mighty deeds of His 
love.” He continued more specifically, 


“Too great a number of Sunday schools 
have given up their legitimate purpose, 
which is to introduce to the child the 
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God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who 
is our Father in Jesus Christ. Instead, 
they are much concerned in getting 
the child well integrated in his world 
of which God is but a part. Thus the 
child is made the center of all things 
in Heaven and on earth. When and 
where this happens, the child is pre- 
vented from, rather than prepared for, 
grasping the fact that God—even in 
Jesus Christ—is Lord.” 


A Catholic Speaks Out on. Catholic 
Censorship.—A leading article by Mr. 
Thomas P. Coffey, “Is There an Ameri- 
can Catholic Literature?” in the Satur- 
day Review, of literature, September 5, 
1959, contains some surprisingly frank 
statements, in view of the fact that Pro- 
fessor Coffey is a Roman Catholic. He 
dares to remark on the very influential 
Bishop Sheen, “Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
twists and tortures Catholic and Bibli- 
cal doctrine into metaphors which as 
they manipulate truths empty them of 
all but their emotional content.” 

He bitterly denounces the _ entire 
scheme of the Catholic hierarchy pass- 
ing upon the value and orthodoxy of 
Catholic books before they can be pub- 
lished, and well says, “If every time 
someone opens his mouth in favor of 
the greater life of the Church there is 
only to be another turn of the medieval 
screw, increased denunciation and de- 
claiming in favor of the hierarchy, 
and expressions of fear about ‘the lit- 
tlest ones in the flock,’ then there will 
never be any creative American Cath- 
olic life. The world so far as the 
American Catholic Church is concerned 
can go hang with every individual in a 
special sound-proof booth.” 


Commonplace Murder.—Justice Sam- 
uel H. Hofstadter of the New York 
State Supreme Court observed in a 
recent letter to Governor Rockefeller 
that murder “has become so common- 
place that by-standers—paralyzed by 
fear perhaps—do not even try to in- 
tervene in its very presence.” He urged 
that murder convicts be summarily exe- 
cuted. “A wild beast who preys on 
humans must be destroyed expedi-- 
tiously, and a mad dog must be leashed 
quickly and held in confinement.” Jus- 
tice Hofstadter argued that the long 
period of time too often lapsing be- 
tween apprehension of a criminal and 
the final disposition of the case, averag- 
ing more than two years, is demoraliz- 
ing. 

Divinity Students in Germany.—An 
announcement from West Germany 
states that during the last year, 2,900 
young men were studying for the Chris- 
tian ministry in West Germany. In 
1951 there were 4,000 ministerial stu- 
dents, but during the next four years, 
this number sharply declined. In 1955 
it rose to 2,600, and this last year to 
2,900. “Divinity students are enrolled 
not only at church-operated theological 
colleges but also at evangelical faculties 
of West German universities. These 
include the universities of Hamburg, 


Erlangen, Marburg, Gottingen, Bonn, 
Miinster, Kiel, Heidelberg, and Tiib- 
ingen.” 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 29. SAUL CONFRONTED BY CHRIST 


Golden Text.—Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among 
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Acts 9:1-9; printed text, same 
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men, whereby we must be saved.—Acts 4:12 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the” 


high priest, 


2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to:the syna- 


7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speech- 
less, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 


gogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were ~ 


men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 
3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and sud- 
denly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 
4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick 


against the pricks. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


4 ivy conversion of Saul of Tarsus 
on the road to Damascus and his 
spiritual transformation into Paul 
the apostle to the Gentiles paved the 
way for a rapid Gospel advance into 
distant lands. 


He was indeed “a chosen vessel” 
(Acts 9:15). In him three cultures 
blended in a remarkable way. 

He was “an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee” (Phil. 
3:5). Steeped in the Old Testament, at 
home in both Law and Prophets, trained 
at the feet of Gamaliel, and understand- 
ing the intricacies of Hebrew tradition, 
he was eminently qualified to meet the 
Jews on their own level. No sooner 
was he converted than he “confounded 
the Jews ... at Damascus” (Acts 9:22) 
by his piercing logic and masterful 
eloquence. 

Paul was also at home in Grecian 
surroundings. He spoke Greek, was 
versed in Greek philosophy, and felt at 
ease even in Athens, the capital of 
Greece (Acts 17:22-34). What a boon 
this was! For his task was to cross the 
Mediterranean from Asia Minor to 
Greece, to reside there for years; and 
to establish Christian assemblies in 
many parts of the land. 

But more. Paul was a_ free-born 
Roman citizen (Acts 22:28), entitled to 
all the privileges and protection such 
citizenship entailed. It was this fact, 
for example, that hastened his liber- 
ation in Philippi (cf. Acts 16:37-39) 
and later enabled him in an hour of 
crisis to appeal to the emperor (cf. 
Acts 25:11), thereby hastening the car- 
rying of the Gospel to Rome. 


Yes, on that Damascus road the Lord 
Jesus laid His mighty hand upon one 
who was prepared to become a mighty 
servant of God. 


eat nor drink. 


6 And rhe trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and 
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do, 


8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus. 


9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:1—“And Saul, yet breathing 
out . .. slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord, went unto the high priest 
é .’ Menace and murder were by 
now deeply ingrained in Saul’s heart; 
they had become his vital breath. He 
approached the high priest, who was 
presiding officer of the Sanhedrin, and 
thus the religious leader of the Jews. 


Verse 2—“. . . desired .. . letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he 
found any of this way . men or 
women... he might bring them bound 
unto Jerusalem.” Damascus, long the 
capital of Syria, lies about 140 miles 
northeast of Jerusalem. Saul’s vicious 
fanaticism is seen in his desire to pun- 
ish Christians (1) wherever found and 
(2) regardless of sex. He wanted sev- 
eral accrediting letters; for Damascus, 
where many Jews resided, has several 
synagogues. Believers were followers 
“of the way” (Greek), i.., the new 
mode of life exhibited by those who 
trusted the Saviour. 


Verse 3.—“‘. . . as he journeyed, he 
came near Damascus suddenly 
there shined round about him a light 
from heaven.” The light flashed (lit- 
erally) around Saul, enveloping, sudden, 
dazzling. He was granted a vision of 
the exalted, glorious Saviour (cf. 9:17, 
27522: 44; 1 Cor>9:1- 13:8) . 

Verse 4—“. . . he fell to the earth 
... heard a voice saying ... Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?” The words 
of Christ, uttered in Hebrew (26:14), 
were personal and direct. Saul, pros- 
trated by the blinding light, saw noth- 
ing more but understood the words 
clearly. The risen Christ was identify- 
ing Himself with His’ persecuted fol- 
lowers. : 


Verse 5.—“. . . he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks.” Saul, 
overwhelmed with the fact that the. 





Messiah whose adherents he persecuted 
was alive in Glory, addressed Him with 
reverence and humility. Christ de- 
clared His identity; then implied that 
as an ox resists the goad its master 
uses in driving it at work, so Saul, who 
had been attacking the servants of God, 
would yet yield his conscience and will 
to the Saviour. 


Verse 6—“. . he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? ... the Lard said... 
Arise ... go into the city .. . it shall be 
told thee...” The heavenly presence 
of Christ blinded Saul’s eyes, melted 
his will into acquiescence, and over- 
whelmed him into tremulous obedience. 
His total life direction was changed. 
Christ Jesus, now his Lord, issued His 
first tender, helpful command to His 
new and contrite follower. Orders 
would await him in nearby Damascus. 


Verse 7.—“. . . the men which jour- 
neyed with him stood speechless, hear- 
ing a voice, but seeing no man” (cf. 22: 
9). The attendants who accompanied 
Saul to aid him in the arrests were 
astounded by the light and sound but 
did not behold the Saviour nor hear 
His actual words. They remained 
Standing; whereas Saul, who both saw 
the Lord and heard His words, was 
prostrated in the dust. 


Verse 8.—“. . . Saul arose .. . when 
his eyes were opened, he saw no man 
... they led him by the hand... into 
Damascus.” The bright light and blaz- 
ing glory of Christ blinded Saul’s eyes 
for three days. While his eyes could 
open, they could see “nothing” (Greek). 
His assistants now led their blinded com- 
panion slowly along the highway that 
led into the Syrian capital. 


Verse 9.—“. . he was three days 


.without sight, and neither did eat nor 


drink.” For parallel accounts see 22: 
4-11; 26:9-20. During these three days 
of blindness and abstinence from food, 
Saul awaited further orders from his 
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Lord, meditated upon his, unusual ex- 
perience, searched his own soul, and 
probably poured out his heart to his 
Lord in eager, expectant prayer. Un- 
questionably he sensed that his Saviour 
was about to use him in a remarkable, 
but as yet unknown, fashion. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Saul’s conversion was dramatic, swift, 
and complete. It changed the course 
of church history. For the fiery young 
fanatic whose life was revolutionized 
became the Christian pioneer to Gen- 
tiles in “the regions beyond” (2 Cor. 
10:16), author of one-half the books of 
the New Testament and master theo- 
logian of the ages. 

Dramatic? The flashing light from 
Heaven which engulfed him, the brief 
but overwhelming view of the exalted, 
radiant Saviour, the gentle but authori- 
tative voice from Glory—and | over 
against this the form of the leading 
enemy of the Christians lying prostrate 
in the dust. It was a truly startling 
scene. It is described three times in 
ever-increasing detail in the Book of 
Acts (9: 1-9; 22: 4-16; 26: 9-18). 

But it was also swift and complete. 
No sooner had the scales fallen from 
Saul’s eyes than he was baptized and 
began to preach Christ (9:18-20). The 
destroyer and defamer had become the 
devotee. The accuser and assailant had 
become both advocate and apostle. The 
persecutor of the faith had become a 
professor and propagator of the faith. 
His transformation was as sudden as 
the flash from Heaven. 

We should thank God that the Lord 
Jesus has not changed. His transform- 
ing power still prevails. Never regard 
any man—Hebrew skeptic, Gentile in- 
fidel, misguided follower of a spurious 
sect, drunken Bowery sot—as beyond 
the reach of the Son of God. The light 
that blinded Saul’s physical eyes but 
illumined the eyes of his soul still 
shines. Keep praying. Keep witness- 
ing. Keep expecting miracles. The 
Lord of the Damascus road is still Lord 
of human life and destiny. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Saul’s murderous quest (Acts 9:1, 2) 
2. His miraculous conversion (vv. 3-7) 
3. His blindness in Damascus (vv. 8, 9) 


Topics for Development 

Saul’s Encounter With Christ. In his 
defense before King Agrippa Paul de- 
scribes in greater detail his conversion 
The Lord Jesus told him 


experience. 
what his mission would be. This rev- 
elation was probably one of the 


themes upon which he meditated dur- 
ing his three days of blindness (9:9). 

He would be sent to the Gentiles to 
do several things (26:17). He would 
“open their eyes”: through him the 
Holy Spirit would unveil their under- 
standing to discern the truth of God. 
He would turn them from the darkness 
of sin, ignorance, bondage, and super- 
Stition to Christ, the Light of the World. 
He would be used to sever the chains 


.by which Satan held them, to bring 


them to the Cross for. forgiveness, and 
to introduce them to their heritage as 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. November 22.—Philip, Willing Evan- 
gelist. Acts 8 


Next Week’s Lesson ® 


10. December 6.—Standing by a New 
Convert. Acts 9:10-31 














redeemed children of God (26:18). 
What a heavenly and challenging vision! 
And how nobly Paul obeyed it! (26:19.) 


Practical Applications 

Stand in awe of the transforming 
power of Christ. He is still able to 
reach people who never dreamed they 
could be interested in the things of 
God. 

Cultivate every talent you possess. 
When laid on the altar it can be mul- 
tiplied and used for the Lord. 

Paul often told the story of his con- 
version as a testimony to the living 
reality and power of Christ, never to 
draw attention to himself. A good ex- 
ample, is it not, for some testimony 
meetings? 

Is that son of yours fiery, impetuous, 
and even obstreperous? Does he occa- 
sionally get out of hand? Pray. That 
very fire may some day be used to blaze 
a pathway for God. 

The blinded Saul fasted for three 
days. He was praying, reflecting, con- 
centrating. Believers are not under 
the law but under grace. But this does 
not mean that we no longer need sea- 
sons set apart for meditation, interces- 
sion, and occupation with God. 


Golden Text 

Acts 4:12.—“Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” The Lord 
Jesus, who personally confronted Saul 
near Damascus, is the way of salvation. 
But He is far more. He is the solitary, 
unique, and final way of salvation. This 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


AME two reasons for Saul’s going 

to the high priest. 

2. What two facts prove that Saul 
was fanatical in his opposition to the 
Christians? ° 

3. What three national 
formed Saul’s background? 

4. What effect did the blazing light 
from Heaven have upon Saul? 

5. How do we know that Saul saw 
the Lord Jesus? ‘ 

6. Why did the Saviour ask, “Why 
persecutest thou me?” (9: 4.) 

7. What did Saul’s attendants hear 
and what did they not hear? 

8. If Saul’s eyes were opened (9:8), 
why did his associates lead him into 
Damascus? 

9. Where is the city of Damascus? 

10. How do you think Saul spent his 
time during his three days of blind- 
ness? ; 


cultures 


(Answers on page 888) 
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statement is descriptive: He saves to 
the uttermost those who come to Him 
in faith. But it is also exclusive and 
imperialistic: no one else who ever 
lived can save and bring to Heaven .a 
lost and straying soul. 

Menia, Pa. 
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The ‘Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Saul, yet breathing out threat- 
enings . . . went unto the high priest” 
(Acts 9:1) .—The first bit of information 
we have of this remarkable character 
is that the murderers of Stephen “laid 
down their clothes at a young man’s 
feet, whose name was Saul” (7:58). 
Next, we are told, “Saul was consent- 
ing unto his [Stephen’s] death” (8:1). 
“And that,” says Adam Clarke, “sig- 
nifies gladly consenting, being pleased 
with the murder.” 

In today’s lesson we find Saul, “yet 
breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter against the disciples of the Lord.” 
“He lived, as it were, in an atmosphere 


of threats and slaughter. It was the 
very air he breathed” (Dr. E. H. 
Plumptre). 

Standing before Agrippa, he said: 


“Many of the saints did I shut up in 
prison ... and when they were put to 
death, I gave my- voice against them. 
And I punished them oft in every 
synagogue, and compelled them to blas- 
pheme; and being exceedingly mad 
against them, I persecuted them even 
unto strange cities” (Acts 26:10, 11). 
Writing to the Galatians, he said, 
“Beyond measure I persecuted the 
church of God, and wasted it.” And 
he admitted to Timothy that before his 
conversion he was “a blasphemer, and 
a persecutor, and injurious.” It was not 
mock humility on his part when he 
called himself the chief of sinners. 
Matthew Henry strikingly says, “Saul 
was bred a scholar, a gentleman, yet 
did not think it below him to be en- 
gaged in the dirtiest work of this kind.” 
If anyone asks, “Why did the Lord 
permit Saul to carry on in this wicked 
way?” here is Paul’s own answer: 
“Mercy was shown me for the very 
purpose that in my case as the fore- 
most of sinners Jesus might display His 
perfect patience, to make me an example 
to those who in the future might be- 
lieve on Him to obtain eternal life” 
(1 Tim. 1:16, Williams). 
An atheist stood up at a prayer meet- 


, ing and said: “My fellow citizens, you 


see before you the greatest sinner whom 
God ever’ suffered to live. I have 
denied the existence of my Creator. 
I have ridiculed His Son, Jesus Christ. 
I have studied the Bible only to pick 
flaws. I have: cursed my Maker more 
times than there are hairs on my head; 
and as for you Christians, there has 
been. nothing too bad for me to say 
about you; and all I ask in return is 
that you will not treat me as I have 
treated you.” 

He counted himself unworthy of the 
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prayers of God’s people; but they con- 
tinued praying for him, until he did 
confess Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. 

“Saul, Saul, why wpersecutest thou 
me?” (Acts 9:4.)—What a revelation 
Saul received! He was of the belief 
that the Lord Jesus was a false Messiah, 
an impostor. When he asked, “Who 
art thou, Lord?” he certainly never 
expected to hear, “I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest”! He knew now that 
_ what Stephen said about seeing the 
heavens opened and Jesus, as the Son 
of man on the right hand of God, was 
true! Jesus who had died was risen 
and glorified. He was both Lord and 
Christ! Saul believed now in the deity 
of Jesus Christ—and never after did he 
question it. How often he dwells upon 
it in his Epistles! He saw and heard 
the Lord in Glory that memorable day. 

One wonders if the apostle did not 
vividly recall this wonderful day when 
he wrote, “. . . if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
shalt believe in thy heart that God 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved” (Rom. 10:9, A.S.V.). 

I like the appealing way in which 
the poet presents the deity of the Lord 
Jesus in the following stanza: 


“Let not your heart be troubled,” 
Never was voice so sweet, 

Never was look more kingly, 
Nor assurance more complete. 

“Let not your heart be troubled, 
Ye believe in God Most High, 

And one with God the Father, 
Equal with Him am I.” 

“Neither is there salvation in any 
other .. .” (Acts 4:12).—How simple 
this text makes the way of salvation! 
No precious time need be lost con- 
sidering the names of the founders of 
religions throughout the world; for 
“there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved,” but the name of Jesus, which 
means “Jehovah Saviour.” 

A convicted Hindu woman said, “I 
need a great prince to stand between 
me and God.” A pundit read the Bible 
to her. Hearing the list of names in 
His genealogy, she remarked, “What a 
wonderful Prince Jesus is to have such 
a long list of ancestors!” 

And when the pundit read: “Thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from ‘their sins,” the 
woman exclaimed, “Ah, He is the Prince 
for me!” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if there were two hun- 

dred railroad tracks out there, and, 
on each track every moment, passed a 
freight train carrying fifty cars, each 
car holding fifty tons of water (maxi- 
mum load for a tank car), the two hun- 
dred trains with their ten thousand cars 
per minute would not be more than suf- 
ficient to carry away the water as fast 
as it tumbles over Niagara Falls. With 
crushing and destructive force that 
mighty volume plunges downward into 
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a great stone bowl which it has carved 
out for itself so deep that if the Wool- 
worth Building were set down in it not 
more ‘than half of it would show above 
the top of the Falls. Engineers have 
estimated the total energy of Niagara 
Falls at sixteen million horsepower. 

Fellows, I think of the life of Saul of 
Tarsus, afterward known as the Apostle 
Paul, as somewhat like the Niagara 
River. The great river flows majesti- 
cally, uninterruptedly, more than half of 
its length, having a fall of not more 
than twenty feet in twenty-two miles. 
Then suddenly something happens. 
Something tremendously tragic and 
startling happens. It plunges headlong 
over a precipice. Here is power gone 
mad. Saul, the Pharisee, the scholar, 
the zealot—the colossal mind—sweep- 
ing everything before him like an ir- 
resistible tide, riding upon the crest of 
power, haling men and women to 
prison, breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter, and making havoc of the 
church of Jesus Christ, fell headlong to 
the earth, as a blinding light burst forth 
from Heaven and the voice of the Lord 
sounded in his ears—the “still small 
voice,” yet mightier than the roar of 
any cataract. 

“Who art thou, Lord?” 
whom thou persecutest.” “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me toe do?” Saul’s con- 
version was complete. Convert means 
“to turn about.” It means reversing and 
going in the opposite direction; not to 
be robbed of one’s powers, but to have 
those powers diverted into another and 
an entirely different channel. 

Look again at the Falls—that great 
destructive mass tumbling over the cliff, 
beating rocks to pieces, and slashing 
gigantic gorges in its course. What is 
happening? Science is harnessing the 
power of the cataract, and with it pro- 
ducing light and heat and power for the 
cities of Canada and the United States. 
Darkness is dispelled, warmth takes the 
place of chill, the wheels of industry 
are humming, and men and women are 
enabled to live and make bread for 
their little ones, because of the con- 
version of a mighty force into life-giv- 
ing usefulness. 

Fellows, some people seem to think 
that to accept Christ as the Master of 
their lives means to take away or para- 
lyze their powers—to deprive them of 
some special activeness they possess, 
and which they shrink from giving up. 
Bless you, there could not be a worse 
mistake. To accept Christ means to 
have those same powers, even though 
they might have been devoted to evil, 
now turned into channels of finest, 
highest service—the kind of service that 
really satisfies the cravings of the hu- 
man heart. e 

I see a boy who, because he is of an 
intensely sociable disposition, seeks the 
companionship of a gang of fellows 
around the loafing places and pool rooms 
in the evenings. Touched by the Spirit 
of Christ, those social qualities will be 
even more enthusiastically devoted to 
winning other young people into Chris- 
tian life and service. 

I see a young fellow with an un- 


“I am Jesus 





broken will, glorying in his freedom 
as he sees it, to resist the counsels of 


wiser ones against his evil habits, ciga- 


rettes, liquor, or any other destructive 
thing that may have gotten into his life, 
That same will power, that same stub- 
bornness, touched by the power of 
Christ becomes the rock-ribbed stead- 
fastness that has enabled men to put 
through great achievements for God, 

I see a boy who can invent much 


devilment and get himself and others, 


into an almost incredible amount of 
trouble and sorrow. It might be the 
judgment of some that “killing is the 
only thing good for him,” but, touched 
by the spirit of Jesus, that boy becomes 
a veritable genius for doing effective 
things to promote the Kingdom of God 
—and no fellow in the community is 
happier than he. He throbs with the 
joy of living. 

No, fellows, you don’t turn a river 
back upstream to convert it; you sim- 
ply harness it, and its powers flow on, 
but for good and not destruction. If 
you want to be a power that blesses 
wherever it touches, and dashes back 
into your own heart the spray of the 
salt and the tang of the fresh morning 
air, hear today the voice of your Master, 
and quickly answer, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 


“I Wandered in the Shades of Night” 
“When Jesus Comes To Keward His Servants” 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose Word is 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path, help us. to live as children of 
light, free from the darkness of sin and 
full of the light of Christ. Bless this 
lesson to us and all who ponder it. 
May many whose eyes are blind to 
Christ and their hearts hardened against 
the Gospel be delivered and won to 
Thy Son as their Saviour and Lord. 
Lay hold, O Lord, upon some of Thy 
chief enemies in the world of today and 
make them devoted servants of Thine. 
To troubled and anxious folk bring the 
comfort and help they need. To 
tempted and tried ones give victory 
over temptation and testing. To sad 
and lonely ones bring the Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. To us 
give help and guidance, provision, and 
protection as we go out into a new 
week, and may our lives fall into the 
pattern of good Thou hast in mind for 
us each one. So may we live useful 
and rich lives by living for Him who 
died for us. We ask all for His dear 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Saul of Tarsus, the 
fiercest enemy of the young Christian 
church, was made its strongest cham- 
pion by a personal appearance of Jesus 
Christ to him. Years later, writing 
about tthe appearances of Christ after 
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Figsson for November 29 


He arose, Paul said, “last of all he was 
seen by me also” (1 Cor. 15:8). 

What a surprise came to Saul that 
day! He had thought of the Lord as 
a false Christ, dead and gone. He had 
prushed aside stories about His rising 
again as fanciful tales. Now he knew 





“Every eye shall see him” 


HIS RIENDS WITH 


OES 

they were true, that he had been wrong, 
that the Christians were right after all. 

Remember that some day everyone 
will see the Lord Jesus. The Bible 
says so (Rev. 1:7). A boy came home 
from Primary Sunday school one day 
full of this thought. “Won't that ever 
be a surprise!” he said, as he got into 
the house, “What will be a surprise?” 
asked his father. “When all the people 
of the world see Jesus coming in the 
clouds of Heaven,” said the boy. “Our 
teacher showed us a verse in the Bible 
that says He will. and that every eye 
shall see Him, even those who killed 
Him. Won't that ever be a surprise!” 

Yes, people will be surprised when 
the Lord Jesus comes again in great 
power and glory. To some it will be 
a glad surprise; to others a fearful 
surprise. His friends will be glad; his 
foes will be afraid. Would you want 
to see Him come today? There is one 
way to be ready and that is to be on 
the Lord’s side, to be of His friends 
who trust Him as their Saviour and 
obey Him as their Lord. Start today 
to live the way you will wish you had 
when the Lord comes again and “every 
eye shall see him.” 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
About Face! (Acts 9:1-9) 


ID your family ever have to move? 
But it was not for the same rea- 
son as Philip, was it? (Review the last 
lesson and Philip’s experiences, using 
the scrapbook pictures, a map, and 
Acts 8.) So the Gospel was getting 
to Samaria as the Lord had said. 
(Mount a map which shows the Medi- 
terranean area, taken perhaps from an 
old quarterly on Paul’s journeys. With 
red crayon make several arrows radiat- 
ing from Jerusalem into Judea and 
Samaria.) But where else did the Lord 
want His witnesses to go? “Unto the 
uttermost part of the earth”’—the very 
farthest-off place! How long before we 
can extend our arrows to here—and 
here—and here? (Indicate first the 
area of Syria, then Asia Minor, Greece, 
Italy, Spain.) Nobody—Christian or 
not Christian—would have guessed 
whom the Lord Jesus was planning to 
use for His first great foreign mis- 
sionary! . , 
Let us take a look at him and see if 
we would have guessed_it. Look Num- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ber One: Acts 7:58; 8:la. But what 
did he see that day that must have 
made an impression on him? (7:55, 
56, 59, 60.) Did it do any good? Look 
Number Two: Acts 8:3. Was he sat- 
isfied with that? Look Number Three: 
Acts 9:1, 2. That shows somewhere else 
the Christians have gone. (Draw an 
arrow from Jerusalem to Damascus.) 
If we did not know how the story 
was going to come out, we would say 
there was no hope of Saul’s ever be- 
coming a Christian!) But God can do 
anything, yes, anything! Within a week 
that Christian-killing Saul was a Chris- 
tian himself! Watch what happened 
as I read you the story (Acts 9:3-8). 
That experience shook him up! It left 
him blind and so upset he did not 
want anything’to eat or drink—just 
thinking, praying, looking at his sins, 
wondering what next. Saul.needed a 
Christian to help him out of his dark- 
ness of heart and eyes. Who will it be? 
Do not wait until next Sunday for the 
rest of the story. Read Acts 9. 

There may be a boy or a girl in this 
class who needs a rightabout-face like 
Saul. Listen to Saul’s later advice: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31, Mem- 
ory Verse). “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 
Tim. 1:15). He might add, “If He could 
save me, He can save you!” 

Teacher, have you a pupil who is an 
upsetting problem in your class? Pray 
for your Saul! This might be the les- 
son for him—at least it is a lesson to us 
teachers of what Christ can do. One of 
the most disobedient boys I have 
known in public school made such a 
change on his conversion. Only last 
week I was told how a group of boys 
in an institution, after hearing a story 
about a boy who was dirty on the out- 
side but got a-clean heart and kept it 
clean,! were led by the “worst actor” 
to their knees to pray for clean hearts. 
“And,” said the woman in charge, “that 
boy has been so good I thought he 
must be going to die!” 

If.you are making a continued story 
about the five martyrs in Ecuador, as 
suggested two weeks ago, pictures to 
illustrate life among the Indians may 
be taken from old copies of the 
National Geographic Magazine. This 
story, illustrated by flash cards, has 
proved fascinating to my group of 
youngsters. 


“The Boy Inside His Clothes’’ included with 
figures for flannelboard in “Three Thrillers.” 
May be obtained from The Bible Club Move- 


ment, Inc., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2; 
$1.25, plus 10 per cent for postage and 
handling. 


ORONO, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us have our class president ask 
someone the first question on the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Our Works.” 
After this girl has given the correct 


(11) 887 


Bible-verse answer from memory, she 
may ask someone else the second ques- 
tion. The one who answers that may 
then ask another girl the third question, 
and so on for the fourth and fifth” 
questions. When you girls become Sun- 
day school teachers, remember that a 
little variety in reviews makes them 
more interesting. 

Today we finish learning 2 Corin- 
thians 5:10, so that next time we can 
add the answer to question 6, to our 
drill. 

Let us have our review story about 
Philip and the Ethiopian next. The 
Bible does not tell us much more about 
Philip the evangelist, but when we 
meet him in Heaven, we can ask him 
to tell us his other adventures, as he 
witnessed for Christ. 

The man of whom we will read to- 
day showed a greater change after his 
conversion than anyone else I can think 
of. 

Saul was one of the most brilliant 
Jews of the first century. He was 
highly educated, and a free-born Ro- 
man citizen, though Jewish by birth. 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Saul Confron tect 
Ay CAhreést 
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But though he was born a Roman citi- 
zen, he was an extremely patriotic 
Jew, determined to keep the Jewish 
religion unmixed with any other. 

So the first time we meet this man 
in the Bible he is taking care of the 
men’s coats who were stoning Stephen! 
Saul even went so far in his perse- 
cution of Christians as to go from house 
to house in Jerusalem arresting all who 
professed to believe in Jesus. Believers 
who were not arrested fled from the 


\ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


city, so that soon nearly all the Jeru- 
salem believers were gone, except the 
apostles. The Jewish leaders did not 
dare at this time to kill them, because 
the people loved them for their mir- 
acles of healing. 

When Saul of Tarsus felt that he 
had stamped out Christ’s name in Jeru- 
salem, he asked the high priest for 
letters authorizing him to ,arrest all 
who believed in Jesus in the city of 
Damascus. He would then bring them 
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EXISTING TO SUFFER 


In cold Korea this scene is taking place 
day after day. Food centers like these are 
really "existence" centers. Here each fam- 
ily presents its "card to receive a meager 
supply of rice or soup. 

The adults have become accustomed to 
the rigors of inadequate clothing, little food. 
The children—too young to understand, but 
not too young to: suffer—search aimlessly 
for bits of coal for warmth or scraps of food. 

This feeding station is one of many that 
World Relief Commission is sponsoring in 
Korea. The dollars that Christian friends 
have contributed ate being put to good use 
on the field—in Korea, Germany, Egypt, 
Formosa, Hong Kong and other emergency 
areas. 

In this last year we have placed over 130 
giant steel soup kettles at Food Centers. 
Our own missionary is supervising the dis- 








tribution of food and clothing and the 
Gospel. 

This is a time of urgent need! As God 
leads, won't you share in this important 
ministry? Here are a few suggestions of 
what your gift will accomplish: 

$1—will send 148 pounds of food 

$5—will process and ship a 100 pound 

bale of clothing 

$20—will provide a giant steel kettle 

for a feeding station 

$61—will supply a sewing machine for 

an orphanage or a home for War 

Widows 
$473—will send a carload of food 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Why not 
sponsor a World Relief project in your Sun- 
day School? Our World Relief Project Kit 
has been created especially for your use. 
Write for samples today. 
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Send cash contribution to: 
World Relief Commission, N.A.E, 
J. Willison Smith, Jr., Treasurer 
Provident Tradesmens Bank & Trust Co. 
D_pt. 12-51 F 
100 South Broad Street 
Philadelphia 10, Penna. 

for further information write: 


World Relief Co 


, 


Send clothing to: (address nearest you) 


WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 
12-19 Jackson Ave., Long Island, City, New York 
WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 
c/o Brethren Service Center, Nappanee, Indiana 
WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION, N.A.E. 
c/o Brethren Service Center, 919 Emerald Ave., 
Modesto, Calif. 


mmission, N.A.E. 


WENDELL L. ROCKEY, Executive Director, 12-19 Jackson Avenue, Long Island City IF, New York 
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to Jerusalem for punishment. The high ; 


priest gladly gave him letters; for he, 
too, was determined to stamp out the 
name of Christ. 

Here are some questions for us to 
answer as we read Acts 9:1-9: (1) Why 
did Saul want to go to Damaseus? (2) 
What did he do when he was stopped 
by the light from Heaven? (3) What 
did the voice say to him? (4) What 
did Saul ask? (5) What did the Lord 
answer? (6) How did this make Sa 
feel? (7) What was his second question 
to the Lord? (8) What did the Lord 
answer? (9) What was wrong with 
Saul, when he “arose from the earth”? 
(10) How did he get into the city of 
Damascus? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next time: 


SauL’s RIGHTABOUT-FACE 


Saul of Tarsus, who had been perse- 
cuting the Christians of Jerusalem, 
started for Damascus to persecute the 
Christians there. He and his compan- 
ions seem to have walked this hundred 
and fifty miles, so it must have taken 
several days. On the last day’s jour- 
ney, about noon, as they neared Da- 
mascus, there suddenly shone upon them 
a light brighter than the noonday sun. 
Saul fell to the ground. A voice said 
to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” 

Amazed, Saul asked, “Who art thou, 
Lord?” 

The Lord answered, 
whom thou persecutest.” 


‘I am Jesus 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 885) 


1. He wanted credentials to present 
to the Damascus synagogue; the high 
priest was presiding officer of the San- 
hedrin. 


2. He sought them out even beyond 
Jerusalem; he wanted to arrest believers 
regardless of their sex (Acts 9:2). 

3. He was a Hebrew with Roman 
citizenship; and he was at home in the 
Greek language, philosophy, and cus- 
toms. 

4. He fell to the earth, trembling 
and astonished (9:4, 6). 

5. The fact is repeatedly stated later 
(9:17, 27; 22: 14; 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8). : 

6. He identified Himself with His 
body on earth, with believers whom 
Saul persecuted. 

7. They heard the sound of Christ’s 
voice, but did not hear His words (cf. 
Acts 9:7 with 22:9). 

8. Even though he could open his 
eyelids, his eyes themselves were 
blinded (9:9). 

9. About 140 miles northeast of Jeru- 
salem. 

10. Probably in thrilling contempla- 
tion of his conversion experience, in 
prayer, and in awaiting further in- 
structions concerning his new mission 
(9:6). 
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lesson for November 29 


How astonished and . terrified Saul 
must have felt to hear the voice of 
the Son’ of God, whose followers he 
was so relentlessly persecuting! 

Still prostrate on the ground Saul 
asked, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” 

The Lord said, “Arise, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do.” 

The men who journeyed with him 
were speechless. They heard the voice, 
but could not understand the words. 

When Saul rose from the earth, 
blinded by the light, his companions 
led him into the city. There he re- 
mained three days, without food or 
water. Then God sent one of His serv- 
ants, named Ananias, to teach and bap- 
tize him. But that comes in next Sun- 
day’s lesson. 

After his conversion Saul’s life was 
completely changed. The Christians he 
had formerly persecuted became his 
dearest friends. The bigoted Jews, once 
his close friends, became his bitter ene- 
mies. Saul was a changed man from 
the day he met the Saviour. Whereas 
he had once hated Christ, he now loved 
Him devotedly. What change is there 
in our lives? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T IS possible to be positive that we 

are right, and to be absolutely 
wrong. Let me tell you about a man 
who was a scholar and who should have 
been very wise. Instead, he was so 
wrong that he himself later discovered 
how foolish he had been. 

Saul was a religious man. He had 
studied, and knew, the Old Testament 
Scriptures. He believed in God. He 
was a Jew who had become a citizen 
of Rome—thus causing people to respect 
him and, also, causing him to be well 
protected wherever he went. Accord- 
ing to the Law of Moses, Saul lived a 
blameless life. He did not, however, 
believe in the resurrected, ascended, 
and living Son of God. Not only did 
he not believe it for himself, he hated 
those who did believe it. So certain 
was he that he was right and that the 
Christians were wrong, that he. led 
other Jews in a campaign to get rid 
of every Christian believer in Jerusalem. 
I tell you, it was a dreadful thing. He 
led others into the homes of Christians, 
grabbed them, and dragged them off to 
prison. Saul was assured in his own 
heart that Christians were being un- 
true to the Law of Moses and that 
they did not truly love God. So he 
wanted to kill every Christian as quickly 
as possible. 

One day he went to the high priest 
and asked for letters that he tould take 
to the authorities in Damascus. Said 
he, “I will go to Damascus and if I find 
any who are following in the Way (of 
the Lord Jesus), I will bind them and 
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bring them to Jerusalem.” Saul was 
eager to kill the Christians, you may 
be sure. Later, Saul himself said, “In 
my extreme fury against them I con- 
tinued to pursue them even into dis- 
tant towns” (Acts 26:11, Williams 
Translation). 

The high priest gave him the letters 
he requested, and Saul started off. Saul 
felt certain that he was right. He was 
doing God a favor by getting rid of 
the Christians. That is what Saul 
thought. 

Suddenly, as he journeyed, there was 
a dazzling bright light—brighter even 
than the sun at high noon. Saul fell to 
the ground to cover his face from the 
light. 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” 
The people who were traveling with 
him saw the light. They heard the 
voice. But they could not hear what 
the voice was saying. This was a per- 
sonal message to Saul alone. 

Saul cried, “Who art thoy, Lord?” 
Saul knew that the voice he heard was 
that of someone who was superior. He 
did not recognize whose voice it was. 

The voice answered, “I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting.” Do you 
hear that, Saul? It is not the Christians 
whom you are persecuting. It is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the living Son of 
God, whom you are persecuting—the 
one whom the Jews had rejected and 
crucified, the one whom God had glori- 
fied. It is that same one whom you 
are persecuting, Saul. He is the Son of 
God. Those who follow Him and serve 
Him are those who are right. You, 
Saul, are the one who is wrong. Look, 
Saul! And at that very moment, Saul 
saw with his very own eyes the resur- 
rected and living Son of God in Glory. 
Those with him did not see Him. But 
Saul did. And he never forgot it. 

The Saviour commanded Saul to con- 
tinue his journey to Damascus where 
He would give him further instructions 
concerning what he was to do. And 
when Saul got up, he was blind! His 
friends had to lead him to the city. 
There he stayed neither eating nor 
drinking. But, oh, how he prayed! 
Next week we will learn what hap- 
pened next to Saul, the persecutor. 








Among us teachers: The Book of the 
Acts is a missionary book. Since we 
will be studying this Book right 
through next March, it would be well 
to teach your children at least one 
missionary hymn. One that has an ex- 
cellent message is, “O Zion, Haste.”1 
The teaching of this hymn will help 
make the missionary ministry of the 
first century and of the twentieth cen- 
tury a vital, living thing. 





This is available with excellent illustrations 
and large, clear lettering—size 10” 
28 pages, plastic bound. Send $1.25 to Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 46 S. Duke St., Lan- 
caster, Pa. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
wy 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of ‘The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Then he heard a voice calling, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Science Can’t Account for It——Neither 

is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must 
be saved (Acts 4:12, Golden Text). 
Scientists admit their utter inability to 
explain how a person can be completely 
changed, in a moment of time, so to 
speak, from one way of life to its ex- 
act opposite. One night a well-known 
physician, head of the psychiatric de- 
partment of one of New York’s hos- 
pitals, attended a service in a New 
York rescue mission. He listened to 
the testimony of one converted man 
after another. The superintendent of 
the mission asked the physician if he 
would like to say anything. He said: 
“Tonight I have been given the oppor- 
tunity to observe something I did not 
know existed anywhere. It has been 
my privilege to listen to the testimony 
of men who were glad to witness to 
what Christ had done for them. I know 
nothing about that, but I confess I can- 
not otherwise explain what has taken 
place in their lives. A few of these 
men I recognize. As drunkards, and 
even as dope fiends, some of them have 
come under my observation at the hos- 
pital. Had I been asked about and 
given a thought to their probable fate, 
I should have said that very likely 
they were in the potter’s field. Here 
they are, alive, well dressed, delivered, 
and in their right minds.; I do not 
know how the miracle was wrought, 
but of one thing I am confident, nothing 
in science can account for this change 
in them. That kind of Gospel is worth 
preaching to anyone, anywhere!”—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Christ Is the “Way.”—If he found 
any of this way (Acts 9:2). A young 
lad in deep sadness once asked a min- 
ister of the Gospel, “Can you tell me 
the way to Christ?” “No,” was the 


answer. “But I thought you were a 
minister of God,” said the lad.. “So I 
am,” the minister replied. “And you 


cannot tell me the way to Christ?” 
“I cannot.” Deep sorrow settled on the 
lad’s face and heart. “My lad,” the 
minister suddenly added, “there is no 
way to Christ: Christ is ‘The Way.’ 
You seem to think that He is far off. 
His hand is on your shoulder now, say- 
ing, ‘Thy sins are forgiven thee.’” Next 
night that youth was handing around 
hymnbooks with the jéy of redemption 
on his face. Ask Christ to save you 
right where you are. Ask Him now!— 
From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


“There Is One That Can Speak.”— 
Suddenly there shined round about him 
a light from heaven: and he... heard 
a voice (Acts 9:3, 4). What a mar- 
velous story is the life of George Fox! 











There, if.ever, was a soul tortured and 
haunted by the fact of his darkness 
until one day he could stand it no 
longer, and downed tools and went 
out into the dark in search of what 
he was pleased to call “that far land 
of light.” He called at. vicarage after 
vicarage in search of light, but always 
without success. The parsons proved to 
be blind guides. It was one day when 
he was alone with his despair that the 
truth flashed home. “I saw,” he writes, 


“that there was none among them all: 


that could speak to my condition.” And 
then it was a voice spoke within. “There 
is One, even Christ, that can speak to 
thy condition.” And at that the heart 
of George Fox leapt for very joy. The 
darkness was past: the light shone in 
his soul—From Vincent Ross, in the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Blessed Epilepsy.—He fell to the earth 
(Acts 9:4). Do you know how the 
Modernists try to explain Saul’s con- 
version? They say he had an epileptic 
fit! Charles H. Spurgeon has well ex- 


claimed: “O blessed epilepsy, if it ef- 
fects a conversion like this!” Others 
say Saul had a sunstroke. What a 


mercy if every Modernist were to be 
sunstruck if it would change him into 
a flaming messenger of the cross!—From 
“Lectures on the Book of Acts,” by H. 
A. Ironside. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


The Pattern He Has Planned.—And 
he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest: it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks (Acts 9:5). 

When I stand at the ptonent, seat of Christ, 

And He shows me s plan for me 
= a of my life as it —— have been, 


ad He had His way, and I s 
How I ae Him here, and r checked Him 


ther 
And I vee = oA yield my will— 
Will there be. grief in my Saviour’s eyes, 
Grief, though He loves me still? 
He would have me rich, and I stand there poor, 
Stripped of all but His grace, 
While memory runs like a hunted thing 
Down the paths I cannot retrace. 
a of the years that are left to me, 
I give them to Thy hand; 
Take me and jbreak me, moid me to 
The pattern Thou hast planned! 
—From Martha Snell , Nicholson, in 
Grace Broadcaster. Sent by M. Irene 


Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Scofield’s Resignation—Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6). 
I shall never forget when the passage 
in Joshua, concerning the Captain of 
the Lord’s host, came home to me. I 
had begun to take a certain pleasure or 
pride, far more than I suspected, in 
being the pastor of a growing and 
working church. I was not very con- 
scious of it, but there was a kind of 
complacency in beginning to be talked 
about a little. And then I came across 
the passage in Joshua, and do you 
know what I did? I resigned my pas- 
torate immediately—not to the church. 
I said not a word about it for two 
years, but’I said to the Lord “I have 
been figuring around before these peo- 
ple as the Captain of the Lord’s host! 
Now I resign! Be Thou Captain!” And 
from that day until the day I regret- 
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lesson for November 29 


fully laid that pastorate down, I never 
felt an hour’s burden of it!—From Dr. 
C. I. Scofield. Sent by J. W. ‘Philp, 
Demorest, Ga. 


The Gospel Through a Knothole.— 
And when his eyes were opened, he 
saw no man: but they led him by the 
hand, and brought him into Damascus 
(Acts 9:8). The island of Arran, off 
the southwest coast of Scotland, and 
the adjoining peninsula Kintyre, itself 
almost an island, at the beginning of 
the last century were remote, and re- 
ligiously almost heathen. The ministers 
there were mostly unitarian in doctrine 
and deeply immersed in farming, fish- 
ing, and trading in cattle or sheep. In 
1800 the evangelist John Haldane, ac- 
companied by John Campbell, invaded 
this needy region to preach the Gospel 
of salvation in Christ. The ministers 
offered intense opposition and even in- 
stigated a false arrest, but all was 
overruled for the furtherance of the 
Gospel. It'was arranged for a young 
preacher named Macallum to follow up, 
and to headquarter at the very town 
where the arrests had been made. A 
certain “minister’s man” was _ prohib- 
ited from going to hear him, but as 
Mr. Macallum preached in a barn ad- 
joining the minister’s stable, this man 
observed a knothole in the gable that 
separated the two stables. Being natu- 
rally curious to know what was going 
on, he put his ear to this hole and the 
Gospel passed through the hole to his 
ear, up to his understanding, and down 
to his heart, so that he became a new 
man. His soul not being able to live 
without food, he was obliged to attend 
the ministry of Mr. Macallum and con- 
sequently lost his position at the manse 
or parsonage. When Mr. Campbell vis- 
ited there again, this man sat at their 
left-hand in the meetings, and the as- 
sistant to the sheriff, who had arrested 
them previously, at the right, in the 
insignia of his office—From G. H. Lang, 
in The Disciple. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize illus- 
tration. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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The Return of the Runaway 
(Philem. 10-18) 

Topics are copyrighted by. the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AUL’S Letter to Philemon, nine 

verses of which are assigned for 
our study this week, is a masterpiece 
of thoughtful courtesy and delicacy. 
Through the entire Letter runs an af- 
fectionate earnestness and authority 
that is enhanced by a reluctance to 
command, even though that would not 
have been out of place under the cir- 


cumstances. 
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WINTER IS COMING 
IN KOREA 


THOUSANDS OF ORPHANS ARE ABSOLUTELY HOMELESS 
CONSIDER “LITTLE KIM” 










< JUST BROUGHT IN 


“Little Kim” is one of ten begging 
orphan boys recently taken off the 
streets and placed in one of our 
Christian Orphanages. He is nearly 
starved to death. Other boys sit but 
Little Kim is too weak. 





DOES ANYONE CARE? > 


“Little Kim” cannot remember when he ate a meal. 
The pain of hunger is 
always there. He won- 
ders where he will get 
clothing when winter 
comes. Perhaps he _ will 
be dead! 


HE SITS UP > 

After he eats good food 

and drinks milk, he sits 

up and tries to play with 

another boy. Someone 

has shown Christian love SMILES > 
to him for the first time. “? ‘ 

; The love of Christ 

Perhaps there IS hope. HAS mae Pr his 

heart. The hunger 

pains are gone. An entirely new life has come to him. He has been told about 

Christ and His salvation. This boy WILL live and for the glory of God. 





LITTLE KIM 





ESEA supports over 2,000 Korean orphans, war widows, and. lepers’ children in 30 Homes. Every 
one is a true Christian institution. (True Bible believers) 


Will you help us save the lives of many others like “Little Kim’ from starving and freezing to 
death this winter? YOU can sponsor a child for only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day. You or 
your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring Christ to a 
child and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea tomorrow. Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 


C YES, | want to “adopt” a [] boy [] girl for one year. With God's help | will send 
$8 a month. Please send me my child’s name, picture, address, and story. | understand 
| may continue after one year if | wish to. 


CD) I cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $............. 
C] Please send me further information. 


Gifts of any nt are wel Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 

, ANon-Profit Corporation 
Dept. ST-11 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 
Telephone Gladstone 6-6181 
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It is presumed that Philemon, to 
whom the Letter is written, was a na- 
tive of Colosse because his slave is de- 
scribed as of Colosse. It is thought also 
that Philemon came under Paul’s teach- 
ing ang influence while Paul was at 
Ephesus. Philemon was evidently a 
man of substance, since he owned slaves 
and since the church gathered in his 
home (v. 2). He was evidently an 
earnest Christian, able by his love and 
testimony to “refresh” the hearts of the 
saints (v.‘7). Paul speaks of him as a 
“brother” (v. 6); a “fellow-labourer” 
(v. 1), and as a “partner” (v. 17). 


se 


Onesimus, whose name means “use- 
ful” or “profitable,” is mentioned only 
in this Letter and in Colossians 4:9. 
He was one of Philemon’s slaves who 
had run away. In Rome he had come 
into touch with Paul and had been 
saved, so that. Paul could say that he 
had. “begotten” him while he (Paul) 
was a Roman prisoner (v. 10). 


se 


With this Letter Paul sent Onesimus 
back to his master, expressing the de- 
sire that whereas he had been unprofit- 
able before, he now might be profitable 
again (v. 11), both to Paul, to whom 
he had already ministered in prison, 
and now to his master as well. Notice 
the delicate courtesy with which Paul 
beseeches Philemon to ‘receive Onesi- 
mus, not as a servant but as a Christian 
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brother (v. 16). As an apostle and 
Philemon’s spiritual father, Paul could 
have, without presumption, commanded 
Philemon to receive his runaway slave, 
even though, under the civil law, he 
could have put him to death. Or Paul 
could have told Philemon that his Chris- 
tian testimony and position demanded 
loving forgiveness under the precepts 
and example of Christ who had. for- 
given and redeemed him. But Paul 
does not press ‘these obligations on 
Philemon. Rather he bases his appeal 
wholly on Philemon’s willingness to 
demonstrate his love for Christ and for 
Paul. 
we 

Several important lessons are here 
for us today. What a difference there 
would be in the church of Christ today 
if true and humble courtesy such as 
this characterized. all relationships 
among believers. Would it not do 
away with the petty jealousies and 
bickerings and bitterness and aspiring 
for authority and power that so often 
show themselves among Christians and 
discredit the church of Christ in the 
eyes of the world? 


Here also is an illustration of the 
early church’s attitude toward slavery. 
There was no campaign against slavery 
as such, and yet there was a clear 
acknowledgment of the unnatural and 
wrongful domination of one person over 
another. Slavery was recognized as 
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existing in the world, and as opposed 
radically in principle by the Church, © 
But it was to be met, not by head-on 
opposition and preaching, but rather by 
the demonstration on the’ part of all be- 
lievers that there is “neither bond nor 
free, . . . for ye are all one in Christ” 
(Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11). This being true, 
those whom the civil law recognized 
as in bondage were to be patient and 
obedient under’ subjection, in the 
knowledge that all service ultimately is 
to the Lord (Col. 3:22-25; Eph. 6:5-8), — 
and were to take comfort in the fact 
that Christ Himself “took upon him 
the form of a servant [slave]” (Phil. 
2:7). At the same time, masters were 
enjoined to remember their responsi- 
bility to Christ as their Master and 
Lord, and to treat their servants with 
justice and equality and love (Eph. 
6:9; Col. 4:1). 


se 


In this Letter we also see a picture 
of what Christ has done for us, who 
were most unprofitable, but now 
through faith in Him and through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit have been 
made profitable servants of God. This 
change can never come about through 
“the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man” (John 1:13), but only by the will 
of God. Like the prodigal of Luke 15, 
our plea must be not “give me” (v. 12), 


. but “make me” (v. 19). 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship wINTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpPREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls ‘at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curagao, Cristobal, 
Port-au-Prince and Havana. 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the tour throughout. 

Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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Children at Home 


Bunny’s Lesson ~ 
By Olga H. Hurley 


UNNY said, “That’s my truck,” and 
he pulled it away from his little 
brother. 

Bunny said, “I want that magic 
glass,” and he took away from his little 
sister the piece of colored glass that she 
had found. 

Bunny yelled, “You’re mean!” 
he hit his little playmate. 

Bunny whined, “I don’t like milk,” 
and he upset his mug and spilled his 
milk. 

Bunny bragged, “I beat! I beat!” 
when the game was over although he 
hadn’t won the game at all. 

What kind of little boy do you think 
Bunny was? Yes, he was a selfish little 
boy, and something had to be done to 
help him. 

So Mother and Father talked it over. 
They decided to send Bunny to visit 
his cousin. Now this cousin was a year 
older and a head taller and a lot 
stronger than Bunny. ; 

Mother did not pack any toys for 
Bunny to take along. Bunny said, “I 
can play with my cousin’s toys.” 

Bunny took his cousin’s top- out to 
spin. The cousin said, “That’s mine!” 
and pulled it away from him. Bunny 
took his cousin’s ball. The cousin said, 
“That’s mine!” and took it away from 
him. Every time Bunny wanted to 
play with one of his cousin’s toys, the 
cousin would say, “That’s mine!” So 
Bunny had nothing to play with. 

Bunny was so angry that he yelled 
at his cousin, “You’re mean!” and hit 
him. The cousin hit him right back 
and, because he was bigger, he could 
hit harder .than Bunny could. So 
Bunny was afraid to do any more hit 
ting. 

Then Bunny thought he could get his 
cousin’s little sister’s toys to play with. 
He said, “I want that jack-in-the-box!” 
and grabbed it. But the little girl 
Screamed for her brother and, when 
Bunny saw him coming, he dropped 
the toy and ran. 

One day his cousin offered to play 
a game with him. Bunny was so glad 
to play that he played very hard and 
won the game. When they came into 
the house, his ‘uncle asked, “Who won?” 
The cousin began to shout, “I beat! 
I beat!” 

Bunny said, “He didn’t, I did,” but 
the cousin kept on and everybody acted 
as if they believed him while nobody 
believed Bunny. 

The first time Bunny upset his milk 
on purpose, his aunt said, “You owe 
me a nickel for that milk,” and she 
took a nickel out of the money that 
Bunny’s mother had left for him to buy 
candy and ice cream. Bunny kept on 
Spilling milk and his aunt kept on mak- 
ing him pay for it. Finally Bunny de- 
cided that it would be cheaper to drink 
his milk. And do you know a funny 
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Scores of 
Reputable Organizations 
Use the Allishouse Plan. . . 


to raise moderate funds within club 
groups or other organizations. 

At no obligation, write us a letter 
outlining your fund needs and we'll 
send you the details of a simple plan 
that has been used successfully many 
times. 

There is no financial risk involved. 


Write Rev. K. V. Gombert, Box 366, 
Bainbridge, New York. 

















FOR SALE: Puritan and Free Grace books. Col- 

lection rare and scarce books available. List on . 

Co Adv. No. 945, The Sunday School 
imes Co., 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 











PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Flee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 











make it possible to have your 
funds at work for the Lord... 
some in Wheaton Annuities, 
where the rate of return for 
the older ages is higher... 
and some in Wheaton De- 
posit Agreements, where your 
principal is always available 
if needed and you are as- 
sured of a good return on 
your money. 


information as to the flexibil- 
ity of both Wheaton plans. No | 
obligation, of course. 


TALIS 


YOUR MONEY 


WORKS FOR YOU 


...and for the 


LORD’S WORK, TOO! 


1. WHEATON ANNUITIES 


pay generous dividends 


for life 


Wheaton Annuity Contracts yield a liberal rate of 
return (up to 8.6%, depending on your age) and 
assure you of income checks for life. And in addi- 
tion to the generous financial benefits—you have the 
priceless satisfaction of knowing that you have made 
an eternal investment “for Christ and His King- 
dom”—that you are having a share in the training 
of young people for Christian life and service. 





Wheaton Annuity Contracts are available in mul- 
tiples of $100 on a Single Life or Survivorship basis. 
And through the Wheaton Annuity Plan, you can 


also provide regulated sums of money by will to 


These 
two plans... 


benefits. 


Write us for moré detailed 





“For Christ and His Kingdom” 
Since 1860 


WHEATON 


Please send me, without obligation: 


* [] Pleasant Tomorrows, the illustrated booklet which ex- 
plains in detail your Annuity Plan. 


j (0 Folder describing Wheaton Deposit Agreement. 


your loved ones. They also provide important tax 


2. Wheaton Deposit Agreements 
currently pay 34% per year 


For the person who wants his money to go into the 
Lord’s work, but finds it necessary to have the prin- 
cipal available if needed —the Wheaton Deposit 
Agreement is ideal. Deposits may be made from 
time to time, and withdrawals in multiples of one 
hundred dollars may be made upon written notice. 
Currently you receive 314% interest per annum and 
payments are made semi-annually. 


$—-——-——-—-———-—----— eet | 


Sex. 








COLLEGE *"“ 
Wheaton « Iilinois ~ Address. 
Dept. STI19 
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thing? Bunny found out that he liked 
milk. F 

When Bunny came home’‘his mother 
asked him, “Did you have a good time?” 

“T had a terrible time,” Bunny told 
her. “My cousin is a mean, selfish boy.” 

Then his mother told Bunny that his 
cousin was really a very good boy, and 
had acted that way because she had 
asked him to treat Bunny the way 
Bunny treated other people. She 
wanted Bunny to know how it felt. 

“Did you enjoy being treated that 
way?” she asked. 

“No, indeed,” said Bunny. 

Then Bunny’s mother read him a 
verse from the Bible; and, because 
Bunny was a very little boy, she told 
him what it meant. 

“It is a rule for getting along with 
people, and it means that we must 
treat others the way we want them to 
treat us. Will -you try to remember 
it?” : 

“I will try,” Bunny promised. 

And that is the hard way he learned 
about the Golden Rule. 


FAIRFAX, VA. 
ye 


With the New. Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


The Book of Job. By Samuel Ridout 
(Loizeaux Bros., Inc., Bible Truth De- 
pot, 19 E. 2lst St. New York 10; $3.) 
The Book of Job was written for today. 
People were never more troubled than 
at present. Mr. Ridout says that we 
have here “the experience of a right- 
eous man in learning deliverance from 
himself.” “From its size, and a rapid 
glance at its contents, we would judge 
that the book of Job is a very impor- 
tant part of the Word of God.” There 
is great benefit in studying the teach- 
ings of a man who believes that the 
whole Bible is the Word of God. Many 
of us have had experience in reading 
the writings of men who believe that 
only in spots do we find the Word of 
God. We have here the exposition of a 
man who loved the whole of the Word 
of God for he wrote a book that he 
called “From Genesis to Revelation.” 
He tells us that the Book of Job divides 
into five parts of unequal length. In 
the first division he gives a most en- 
lightening study of the work of Satan. 
He brings out the cruelty of Job’s so- 
called friends, and is unsparing in show- 
ing the lessons that Job needed to 
learn, He is most enlightening in 
bringing out the wonderful points in 
the testimony of Elihu. The book comes 
to a climax as the glorious teaching of 
Jehovah is considered. Here it is 
pointed out that “the end of the Lord” 
is the good of His believing servant. 
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This is a book that will bring joy to the 
spiritually minded believer. 


Go Ye Therefore ... By A. Pulleng. 
(The Paternoster Press, 11 Great James 
St., Bedford Row, London, W.C.1; 7/6 
net.) The editor of Echoes of Service, 
a missionary magazine published, by the 
Plymouth Brethren in England, here 
writes concerning the missionary task 
in our day. He addresses himself pri- 
marily to Brethren assemblies, tracing 
the history of their missionary out- 
reach, and dealing with some af the 
problems these bodies face in meeting 
their world-wide responsibility today. 
Certain portions of his book will 
therefore be of interest chiefly to the 
Brethren assemblies. It is perhaps sig- 
nificant to note that he writes of one 
such band of believers, early in the nine- 
teenth century, as being “the first to 
meet together on the principles out- 
lined in the New Testament”! (p. 7.) 
Much of what Mr. Pulleng writes, how- 
ever, has. a wider application, and 
should be of help to individuals and 
groups who are seriously concerned 
about the evangelization of the world. 
He has read widely in missionary lit- 
erature, and some of the quotations he 
cites from other authorities are note- 
worthy. Moreover, he is obviously 
well acquainted with the needs and the 
trends of the missionary enterprise to- 
day. He-holds high standards for mis- 
sionary candidates and emphasizes the 
responsibility of the supporting groups 
at home. Mr. Pulleng knows the im- 
portance of modern media of commu- 
nicating the Gospel, and he does not 


. underrate the significance of the medical 


and educational aspects of the mission- 
ary task. His approach to the problems 
of missions and missionaries is a sound 
one, and his counsel merits careful con- 
sideration by all who are concerned 
with the fulfilling of the great com- 
mission. 


The Soon Coming of Our Lord. By 
Dale Crowley, D.D. (The Capital Voice 
Press, Box 1, Washington 4, D. C., $2.) 
In an effort to set forth the “soon con- 
ing of our Lord,” Dr. Crowley has here 
expanded a series of radio talks. Pre- 
pared for’ popular consumption, these 
chapters are not profound but are sim- 
ple, readable, and concise, outlining 
much ‘of the program of eschatology. 
The blessed hope is shown as practical 
and as having been alluded to by the 
prophets, especially Daniel. There are 
modern examples of the rebellion of 
man against God, with the assurance 
of God’s judgment upon such insur- 
rection. Russian war against Palestine 
and the establishment of NATO as a 
forerunner of the western confederacy 
are vividly portrayed, along with the 
humanistic culture and religious unifi- 
cation of the last days. In presenting 
the millennial age, Dr. Crowley strongly 
denounces as heretical the postmillen- 
nial and amillennial views, while rigidly 
cleaving to the premillennial position 
and a secret, imminent pretribulation 
rapture of the saints. Two resurrections 
and two judgments are set forth, with 
the first resurrection further divided into 
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three phases. There is a warning against 
the present great apostasy fostered by 
the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in America. Helpful to the in. 
experienced Christian is a comparison of 
the Gospel of Christ with the so-called 
“social gospel.” The book concludes 
with a discussion of the signs of Christ's 
soon coming, the destinies of the wicked 
and the righteous, and a fervent appeal 
to “prepare to meet thy God!” 


I Believe in Jesus Christ. By Walter 
Russeli Bowie. (Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $1.25.) The author :is a 
religious lecturer, formerly a professor 
in the Protestant Episcopal Theological 
Seminary in Virginia. It has been re- 
ported that Mr. Bowie was at one time 
or another connected with at least 
thirty Communistic fronts. He was 
also a contributing writer of the “In- 
terpreters Bible,” which is atheistic and 
Modernistic, and in that work, in his 
introduction to “Studies in Genesis,” he 
sneers at what he calls “the unbending 
formalities of the Orthodox Jew and 
the literal dogmas of the Christian Fun- 
damentalist.”. He describes them as, 
“those who are willing to be orthodox 
liars for the glory of God,” and likens 
their convictions to “the cheap purpose 
of standing in with what is no more’ 
than unlightened traditionalism.” An 
example of his unbelief is seen in his 
comment concerning the Scriptures: 
“Few will suppose that Adam and Eve 
and the Garden of Eden belong to fac- 
tual history. Cain and Abel and Lamech 
and Nimrod and Methuselah and Noah 
—these also came down to us as legends 
rather than as persons identifiable in 
the literal history of.a particular time.” 
In this book before us, the Jesus Mr, 
Bowie believes in is one who gives us 
an impression of the reality of God. 
Mr. Bowie is not to be. trusted with 
spiritual things. This book is filled 
with deceptive phrases so common on 
lips and so familiar to the pen of a man 
who does not believe in the old-fash- 
ioned faith once delivered to the saints. 


pd 


The Triple Test 
(Continued from page 880) 


One is reminded of the maid who 
when asked how she liked her new job 
replied, “It’s all right except it’s so 
daily.” Most of us are ordinary little 
people who may never scale the heights 
of the marvelous or descend to the 
deepest depths of the mysterious but 
mastering the monotonous may require 
just as much of God’s sufficient grace. 
Grace to remember that every day is 
the day that the Lord hath made so 
that we may rejoice and be glad in it; 
grace to live in the strength of Him 
who is with us all the days even unto 
the end of the age, . . . that is what 








In one thousand trials it is not five 
hundred of them that work for the be- 
liever’s good, but nine hundred and 
ninety-nine of them, and one beside— 
George Mueller. 
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the grind of the ordinary calls for. 
Mothers amid the distractions of ine 
home year in. and year out; preachers 
in unexeiting and humdrum situations 
with the same routine week after week; 
missionaries almost forgotten far from 
home and beset daily by the powers 
of darkness; sick folk who pass lonely 
hours and battle through sleepless 
nights longing for day,— Is there any 
test greater than the test of the monot- 
onous? 

But there is grace for that, too. Paul 
found his supreme experience not in 
the third Heaven or in deliverance from 
his thorn but in the daily sufficiency of 
Christ for every need. That is the 
greatest experience any Christian can 
reach. It may not sound so dramatic 
or make a big news story, but it is 
greater than all other experiences be- 
cause it includes them all. The suf- 
ficiency of Christ covers all situations 
—the dramatic, the desperate, the dull. 

The peril of the marvelous is that, 
like Paul, we may become boastful. 
The peril of :the mysterious is that we 
May become bewildered. The peril of 
the monotonous is that we may become 
bored. Only the grace of our Lord who 
experienced all three in His own life 
on earth and who was tempted in all 
Points like as we are is equal to all 
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three. In Him what might be a bane 
becomes a boon and what might be a 
triple threat becomes a triple triumph. 
For we can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us. 


ve 


‘Learning To Pray From Daniel 
(Continued from page 881) 


necessary condition for effective prayer 
and Christian service. It is the prelude 
to spiritual blessing and power. 

It is a paradox of the Christian life 
that the closer a saint lives to God the 
more conscious he becomes of his own 
sinfulness. Those who live most fully 
in the light of God’s holiness are the 
ones who are the most conscious of 
their own unworthiness. Professed 
Christians who live in the twilight zone 
of Christian experience may not be 
aware of the true nature of their own 
defilement, but as soon as we come into 
the clear light of God that fact is made 
unmistakably clear to us. 

This willingness to confess our sins, 
manifested by Daniel, is often lacking 
in the prayers of God’s people today. 
Failure or unwillingness to make such 
a confession blocks the power of God 
in Christian lives and renders prayer 
ineffective. The confession of sins and 
restitution for wrongs committed is an 
indispensable condition for spiritual 
power in prayer. It is the neglected 
clue to genuine spirftual power today. 

5. Thanksgiving. Even in the hour of 
grave crisis Daniel prayed with thanks- 
giving. “When Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, . . he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime” (6:10). He 
did not forget to thank God for all the 
past mercies and benefits he _had re- 
ceived, even though his lot at the time 
was very far from causing a feeling of 
thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving is a vital element in 
all true prayer. God’s people are ex- 
horted to unite thanksgiving with their 
prayers (Phil. 4:6; 1 Thess. 5:17, 18). 
The practice of thanksgiving is vital 
for a happy Christian life. The thank- 
ful heart will have no time for mur- 
muring or complaint. . 

“When thou hast truly thanked thy God 

For every blessing sent, 


But little time will then remain 
For murmur or lament.” 


It is not enough for us to feel thank- 
ful for all our blessings; there must be 
a definite expression of our thanks to 
Him. “Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his won- 
derful works to the children of men!” 
(Psa. 107: 8.) 

6. Scripture-based. Daniel’s petition 
to the Lord was grounded in the Word 
of the Lord. From chapter nine we 
learn that Daniel had been studying 
the prophecy of Jeremiah. From Jere- 
miah 25:11, 12 he learned that God had 
promised that the Babylonian Captiv- 
ity was to last for seventy years. He 
saw that the seventy years of that 
prophecy had nearly run out. He ac- 
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cepted by faith the revelation given to 
Jeremiah and, using it as his basis, 
began to pray accordingly. His prayer 
and intercession for the restoration of 
his people Israel was based upon the 
Word of God, hence he could pray with 
assurance and power for its accomplish- 
ment. Having learned God’s will in 
that matter he directed his praying in 
accordance with the revelation. 

In this practice of Daniel lies one of 
the secrets of effective praying. In 1 
John. 5:14, 15 we read, “And this is 
the confidence that we have in him, 
that; if we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us: and if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him.” Prayer in accord- 
ance with the will of God is sure of an 
answer. If we would pray effectively 
we must learn to pray according to 
God’s will as revealed in His Word. 


(To be continued) 
' 4 


Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1960 


F, LAST year, you were one of those 
who wished that they had remem- 
bered to send in their orders for Scrip- 
ture Art Calendars before it was too 
late, perhaps you will be glad to have 
this early reminder that‘the calendars 
for 1960 are now ready for mailing. 
Many Sunday school teachers like 
these Scripture Art.Calendars for use in 


‘the home and in the classroom because 


they supply convenient information 
about coming Sunday school lessons and 
because they show full-color reproduc- 
tions of famous paintings that tie in 
with the lesson being studied. These 
reproductions are suitable for framing 
and for prominent display in the class- 
room as aids to teaching. And the cal- 
endars make inexpensive yet welcome 
gifts for friends and class members. 

But there are many other features 
that make Scripture Art Calendars espe- 
cially desirable in the home. In addition 
to information about the International 
Uniform Lesson for each Sunday through 
the year, Scripture verses are given for 
each day of the week, with the words 
of Christ in red, and the memory 
selection from each week’s Uniform Les- 
son is given on Saturdays. To encourage 
daily Bible reading, Scripture references 
are shown for the month, day by day, 
following the selections of the American 
Bible Society. 

The large calendar blocks for each 
month of the year show Sundays and 
holidays in red, and are accompanied 


*by small blocks of the preceding and 


following months, and also give the 
moon’s phases. 

Full-color reproductions of Bible 
scenes, in the 1960 calendar, include a 
large cover picture, “Jesus Welcomes 
the Children,” by Anderson; “Paul Be- 
fore Festus,” by Lange; “The Resur- 
rection,” by Hofmann. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. They are 





896 (20) 





SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS! 


The Apostle Paul writes, 
“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pro- 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvation 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
Income-tax savings are described in 
booklet SST91.Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation. 

r | 
' THE SALVATION ARMY H 
| 120 West 14th Street, New York 11,N.Y. # 


' Gentlemen: 
Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST9I 
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moderately priced—35 cents each; 3 for 
$1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 
100 for $22. Prices for larger quantities 
may be had upon request. Just ask for 
the 1960 Scripture Art Calendar, and 
forward your order, with your name 
and address and remittance to: The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


es 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 23 to 29 


Mon.—Acts 9:1-9. Saul’s Conversion. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “And he trem- 
bling and astonished said, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” The marks 
of true conversion and conviction of sin 
are all here in Paul’s conversion. First, 
he discovered the Lordship of Christ; 
second, the sinfulness of his sinful na- 


ture and record; third, he trembled be- 


fore the Lord; fourth, he was amazed 
at God’s great mercy in calling him 
and choosing him to be His witness; 
and fifth, he yielded himself entirely 
to Christ for all of life and service. 
Does your conversion fit in with this 
agelong pattern? "(See 1 Tim. 1:12-16.) 
Pray for International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc., Atlanta, Ga. 


Tues.—John 3:1-8. 
The Necessity of Conversion. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye must be 
born again.” All are born in sin. All 
have the old Adamic nature, which 
leans that way as Isaiah 53:6 says. 
Just as Adam and Eve’s children were 
born outside Paradise, so we. are all 
born outside the Kingdom of God. And 
it is only by the gate of conversion 


‘ that we are on the road that has its 


terminus in Heaven. It is of the great- 
est importance that children’ early 
should be brought to Christ. It is the 
biggest business in the world to get 
souls saved by the blood and free 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
shall it profit a man to, gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul? Pray 
for the American Mission for Opening 
Closed Churches, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Wed.—Acts 26:13-20. 
The Results of Conversion. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive for- 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me.” Here we have more of the 
heavenly side of conversion than its 
earthly indications. Think on these 
marvels of God’s pardoning, saving, 
and employing grace. Are you living 
your life—the life you believe the Lord 
has saved—by faith in Him? The life 
of faith indicates the actuality of real 
conversion. Read over the second chap- 
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ter of Ephesians on this soul-renewal 
which the Lord Jesus speaks of a 
birth from above. Pray for the Scrip. 
ture Press, Wheaton, Ill. ; 


Thurs.—Ephesians 2:1-10. 
God’s Initiative in Conversion, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” The 
seeking shepherd finds the lost sheep, 
The sheep does not go looking for the” 
shepherd. Salvation is of the ig 
We are drawn to Him by cords of love” 
To the Lord shall be all the glory of 
salvation. The hosts of redeemed in 
Heaven all have only one favorite cho- 
rus (see Rev. 1:5). Can you say with. 
Paul that your salvation is all of God 
and all of grace in and through the 
redemption in Christ Jesus? Pray for 
the International Missions, Inc., Jersey 
City, N. J. ‘ 


Fri—Colossians 3:1-11. 
Man’s Response in New Living. 


PRAYER SuGcGEstTions: “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” Truly con- 
verted people show that their affection 
is set on Christ, risen and exalted to 
the right hand of God in Heaven. They 
are set on seeking things above and not 
on things in this mundane sphere. 
They have in mind “a better country.” 
They are “pilgrims and strangers” in 
this world since Christ their whole de- 
sire is there. It is the heavenly mind- 
edness of your life that tells best your 
pilgrim character. Is your response to 
God’s saving grace new living? Pray 
for Mission to the Migrants, Inc., Los 
Angeles. 


Sat.—Psalm 19:7-14. 
The Cleansing Word. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Who can un- 
derstand his errors? cleanse thou me 
from secret faults.” The Word has 
mighty cleansing power. The ways of 
a person are cleansed through the re- 
ception and use of the Holy Scriptures. 
Youth are thus cleansed (see Psa. 119: 
9). And Jesus told His disciples, “Now 
ye are clean through the word which I 
have spoken unto you.” God’s people 
are sanctified and cleansed “by the 
washing of water by the word” (cf. 
Eph. ,5:26 with John 15:3). Do you 
allow the Word to cleanse your soul 
from false notions and evil tendencies? 
Pray for the pastors of your city. 


Sun.—Romans 5:6-11. 
Paul Speaks From Experience. 


Prayer Succestions: “And not only 
so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement.” Paul’s 
redemption by the grace of Christ never 
seems to have been out of his mind. 
The fact that Christ loved him and 
gave Himself for his and our salvation 
influenced every thought and action.’ 
In every Epistle this glorying in Christ 
appears. How is it with your experi- 
ence? Is it “to me to live is Christ” 
(Phil. 1:21.) Pray for Wheaton Acad- 
emy, Prince Crossing, Ill. : 








